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UFO is still just that: unidentified 


by BILL WORDEN 

Lapeer County deputies 
spotted a UFO streaking across 
the sky over Lapeer County Mon¬ 
day night. And they weren't the 
only ones who saw It. 

Deputies Terry Coulter and 
Rick Warner were traveling near 
Dryden at 10:30 p.m. when they 
noticed lights in the sky ap¬ 
proaching from the east. 

They saw 3 steady, orange 
lights forming a triangle. A 4th 
orange light moved back and 
forth off to the side. The UFO 
approached and passed right 
over them. 

The deputies reported the 


sighting to their watch command- 
er, Sgt Dave Wenzel, at the 
sheriff's department. 

Wenzel called Flint’s Bishop 
Airport, but they couldn't pick up 
anything on radar. Wenzel also 
phoned Selfridge Air National 
Guard Base, but their radar also 
showed nothing. 

In the meantime, the UFO 
traveled from east to west across 
the county. The deputies sped 
along Dryden Rd following the 
lights. 

"It was clipping right along," 
Wenzel says of the UFO. "They 
couldn't keep up with it." 

Coulter took pictures of the 
UFO, then had County Press 


photographer Joe Bybee develop 
the film Monday night. But the 
pictures were mostly black, 
showing only three of the lights as 
faint specks. 

Wenzel describes Coulter and 
Warner as level-headed officers. 

"They were a little be¬ 
fuddled." Wenzel says. "They 
were beginning to worry about 
themselves until the calls started 
coming In." 

The sheriff's department re¬ 
ceived calls from the St Clair 
County Sheriff’s Dept, Flint po¬ 
lice and residents from Capac 
and Hadley. They described see¬ 
ing the same thing Coulter and 
Warner saw. 


Danny 6rifftth of 3465 Sandy 
Shore Dr, Metamora. was one of 
those who aaw the 4 lights. "They 
were while lights r and they 
weren't flashing or anything,' 1 
Griffith said. 

i i 

"It was a little unusual be¬ 
cause It wasn't a real clear night 
and they were golng.right along 
the tops of lie clouds," he said. “I 
figured they were Just airplanes 
until I he^-d all the talk about 
UFOs today. There are airplanes 
flying around all the time.” 

It's not that Griffith scoffs at 
UFOs. “I do believe In them," he 
said. "These has to be something 
else out thefe besides ps." 
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4 I couldn’t get it off my mind, ™ NOTI ";“ 


I wanted to make sure.. 


By HENRY WELLES 
SUM Writer 

A two-hour session with Winston- 
Salem psychologist Richard 
Pinneau early this past summer 
unlocked a mystery that had 
troubled Pat Eudy for more than 
two years. 

Eudy had been unable to account 
for approximately three hours of a 
night in March 1979. He thought he 
might have had a close encounter 
of the third kind — a face-to-face 
meeting, Inside a UFO, with a 
being not from this planet. 

But Eudy, 46, a salesman tor 
Callaway Cadillac-Oldsmobile Inc. 
In Monroe, wasn't sure. “I just 
couldn't get It off of my mind,” he 
said. "It Just kept coming back. I 
wanted to make sure. 

More than two years passed 
before Eudy wrote to a civilian 
UFO research center in Ohio, 
which referred Wadesboro UFO 
investigator Henry Morton to him. 
Morton Interviewed Eudy and 
suggested he speak with Pinneau, 
who allowed Eudy to become 
relaxed and recall the rest of his 
memories of that night. 

HERE'S WHAT Eudy remem¬ 
bered before and after the three- 
hour gap in his recollections: 

After visiting a friend in Locust, 
with whom he drank two beers, 
Eudy headed (or the home he 
shares with his mother, Gay Eudy, 
onU.S. 601 South. 

“I left at 3 a m. and started down 
that back road heading toward the 
Rocky River steel bridge," he said. 
‘Tve always looked at the stars 
and 1 saw a bright light in the 
sky..." 

Eudy's memory went blank at 
this point. The next thing he 


remembered, without Plnneau's 
aid, was driving south on Morgan 
Mill Road, at G. B. Helms' store, en 
route home. 

He didn’t recall how he'd 
traveled from the bridge, which 
connects Sikes Mill Road with 
Stanly County, to the store, a 
distance of about eight miles. Eudy 
arrived home about 6:20 a.m. “My 
eyes were Just burning like 
anything," he said. "My skin had a 
sensation of stinging and itching." 

The pain went away after several 
days. Eudy said he didn’t seek 
medical aid, but treated his fingers 
and ankles with rubbing alcohol 
and lotion. He also put drops in his 
eyes to ease the discomfort. 

His session with Pinneau has 
allowed Eudy to reconstruct some 
of what happened to him early that 
morning. 

"The only thing I remember is 
being on board (a UFO) and seeing 
an astronaut in a suit,” Eudy said. 
The being stood about 5 feet tall, 
and had two arms and two legs. 
Eudy said the being’s face was 
covered by a dark-colored visor. 
“The person never spoke a word,” 
he said. 

HE REMEMBERS he was first 
in a well-lit room. Both the room 
and the being’s suit were a light, 
metallic color, Eudy said. He 
believes the craft was oval-shaped. 

"The inside was designed like a 
cockpit of a plane," he said. "I 
wanted to know how It operated.” 
Eudy now remembers asking a lot 
of questions about how the craft 
worked. 

After a few minutes in the first 
room, Eudy was taken into a 
second room, which was darker 
than the first. “I was scared," he 
said. "I was put in a chair like a 
doctor's chair and strapped down. I 


think (he was) running tests on 
me." 

Pain in his fingers afterward 
made Eudy speculate the being 
took a blood sample from him for 
analysis. 

In retrospect, Eudy believes the 
craft was propelled by some form 
of magnetism, and that It was able 
to pick up his car and move it. He 
said he still doesn’t remember 
crossing the bridge over the Rocky 
River or entering or leaving the 
UFO. 

He feels the relaxation process 
he underwent was a beneificlal 
experience. “It brought back 
things I thought were true, and it 
eased my mind because 1 knew 
that I wasn't Just dreaming up 
stuff." Eudy 

hasn't told many people about the 
experience or about his session 
with Pinneau. 

Part of the reason for his relative 
silence has been his Job as a 
salesman. "You don’t want to put 
youself in a position where people 
are skeptical of you,” he said. 

EUDY SAID he initially believed 
he should not become involved In 
the debate as to whether UFOs 
exist. Although he believed in them 
before that night, he acknowledged 
that many people still don’t believe 
In them. 

"Some people just don’t believe 
they're other (beings) out there," 
he said. 

But a concern that people who 
have seen UFOs might be Inhibited 
from speaking up led Eudy to 
change his mind and agree to talk 
to The Enquirer-Journal about his 
experience. 

"They’re other people who've 
seen things and maybe now they’ll 
step forward and tell it like it Is," 
he said. 


CR: Greenwood 

Policeman, 
others spot 
tele^tial body 

WILLIAMSTOWN - Police here 
and several ^witnesses report that a 
bright object was spotted in the sky 
moving from west to the east over 
Mne Cobble Mountain around 8 p.m. 
Thursday. 

Kathy Fraser, program coor¬ 
dinator for Ihe Williamstown Boys’ 
Club, Michelle Schroeder of Locke 
Avenue, and Williamstown 
patrolman Jeffrey Card, as well as 
several youngsters at the William 
stown Boys' Club, reported sighting a 
circular object with bright lights 
hovering over Pine Cobble Thursday 
evening. 

"We don't know what it was," said 
Police Chief Joseph J. Zoito Jr. 
"We’re not saying it was a UFO.” 

Patrolman Card was dispatched to 
the area of Maple Street and Cole 
Avenue around 8 p.m. Thursday after 
Ms. Fraser telephoned the police 
department reporting the object 
Youngsters, Ms. Fraser, and Ms. 
Sehroeaer were on the sidewalk in 
front of the Boys’ Club and Eddie's 
Market when patrolman Card 
arrived at the scene. The witnesses 
pointed in the direction of Pine 
Cabbie Mountain where a bright 
object moved from the west to the 
east about one-half mile above the 
tree line, poliae said. 

Following the incident, the 
youngsters In the vicinity kept 
staring Into the sky and in the 
direction of Pine Cobble. 

Albert Cummings III of North 
Heosac Road was advised to shut off 
the lights at his home because 
youngsters ware mistaking that for 
the object that was reported to be 
seen In the sky earlier in the evening, 
police said. The object was 
mistakenly thought to have settled in 
the north. 

The Cummings incident and the 
oblect sighting were separate in¬ 
cidents, police said. 





North Platte, NS - Sept. 26, 1981 I TIMgs Port Huron, Ml - Sept. 21, 1981 


CITIZEN-HERALD, Walden, NY - Sept. 17, 1981 

UFO’s get national attention; 

Interglactic airport at Pine Bush? 


“Th«r« are more thing! In heaven and earth, 
Horatio ,/Than are dreamt of in your philosophy...'* 

by Audeen Reilly 

FINE BUSH — When Shakespeare wrote these words 
in “Hamlet,” he could have been describing the way 
some people in Pine Bush feel about those starry 
heavens above. 

“I don’t believe in it myself. But, my son, now, he can 
talk your ears off about it.” 

So says the mother of Harold Hunt, one of several Pine 
Bush residents who say they have seen strange things 
in the skies above this rural community. 

Hunt himself could not be reached for comment by 
press time. But he was one of several residents described 
in an article in the current issue of Omni magazine as 
having witnessed UFOs in Pine Bush. 

Titled “The Pine Bush Adventure — UFO Update,” 
the Omni article cites various UFO citings in and 
around Pine Bush throughout the last several years. 
Most of the sightings have been of strange lights that 
scientists and other experts could not explain. 

Some of the sightings have allegedly been of more than 
just eerie lights. One resident cited in the article, Robert 
Comeau, was described as huving seen an actual “object 
hovering above his home.” 

According to Omni, Comeau said: "I could hear it 
whirring, like a turbine sound. I glanced out the window 
and this disc shaped silvery object was hovering a few 
hundred feet from my home. It was approximately one 
hundred feet in diameter wiih a row of windows around 
a domed top.” 

Comeau declined to talk to a Citizen reporter. His wife 
said, “He'd rather not talk about that.” 

But she did say she had seen the object herself and 
said that a photograph of eerie lights that accompanied 
the Omni article is “very true to life.” 

“This isn’t something people talk about," she said. 
“People laugh at you. But once in everybody’s life, 
they’ll see some kind of phenomenon. We’ve gotten calls 
since the article came out from other people who’ve said 
they saw strange things too.” 

According to the N.Y. State Police, there have been 
no reports “within the last couple of months” of UFOs 


in the Pine Bush area. In fact, one State Police 
spokesman said, “In my experience of about 20 years in 
this county, I've heard of some through the years. But 
I don’t remember reports of any heavy amount of 
sightings in any one area." 

Town of Crawford police chief Dan McCann, on 
vacation according to the State Police who answer calls 
to the Town of Crawford police when no one is at the 
station, could not be reached for comment on any 
reports of UFO sightings to that police department. 

Omni, described by the New York Times as a three 
year did science fiction/science fact monthly magazine, 
evidently thought enough of the incidents in Pine Bush 
to send a reporter who spent quite a bit of time here. 

Harry Lebelaon, author of the Pine Bush article, 
described himself as a field investigator for the Aerial 
Phenomena Research Organization. He says he had 
“cautious skepticism” about the events in Pine Bush 
but showed some photographs taken of strange lighting 
there to a physicist from the Stevens Institute of 
Technology in Hoboken, N.J. 

“He t hought the photos were significant and merited 
specialized analysis,” Lebelson says in the article. Also 
according to Lebelson in the article, a noted astronomer, 
asked to comment on the Pine Bush photos, "distinctly 
separated them from any natural phenomena when he 
said. “I'm unable to interpret these images as at¬ 
mospherical electricity. They may be something totally 
unknown to us at this time.” 

Ijebelson leaves the reader with this statement. But 
the people of Pine Bush — some of them at least — are 
convinced there are indeed "more things in 
heaven...than dreamt of.” 

In fact, according to some old-timers, Sam’s Point at 
the southern tip of the Shawangunk Ridge between 
Kllenville and Pine Bush — and the highest point 
around — is believed to be a rendezvous point for UFOs. 

Perhaps one day, science will be able to definitively 
prove one way or the other whether UFOs do indeed exist 
and whether they are from planets with life forms of a 
higher or equal intelligence than here on Planet Earth. 

But, until then, some Pine Bush residents just sit back 
and smile. They know for sure already. 


UFO film 
doesn't 
fill void 

By JOHN F. BROWN 
Times Herald Reporter 

Hopes were dashed this week¬ 
end that pictures taken by a 
Marysville youth of lights over 
Port Huron Sept. 14 might give in¬ 
vestigators a look at an uniden¬ 
tified flying object. 

The three pictures taken by 
Steve Vachon, 15, were blank. 

Hundreds of people throughout 
Michigan reported seeing four 
lights in the sky between 9:30 and 


10:45 p.m. Three of the lights ap¬ 
peared in a triangular pattern, 
with the fourth light trailing off to 
the side. Most of the people who 
saw the lights said they were sta¬ 
tionary for a time and noiseless. 

An investigator for the In¬ 
vestigation Committee on Aerial 
Phenomena believes the lights 
were from several planes that 
were refueling. 

Jack Thompson, Warren said: 
"I still can’t explain the lights, 
but I’m convinced it was a refuel¬ 
ing exercise." 

Dr. J. Allen Hynek, Evanston, 
HI., a world authority and head of 
the Center for UFO Study, said he 
received five telephone calls from 
people who saw the lights. 

“These things usually turn out 
to be aircraft, but what the people 
saw in your area seems to have 


been going too slow to be a plane 
or helicopter,” Hynek said. 
“These people definitely saw 
something — something that still 
isn’t explained. 

“It certainly is interesting, and 
merits much more investigation. I 
can’t give you chapter and verse, 
but we’ve had many more sight¬ 
ings in your area in past years. 
And this recent sighting is much 
the same as the one in Center¬ 
ville, Mo., not too long ago. The 
same type of lights — moving too 
slowly be be aircraft. 

“I really believe the govern¬ 
ment knows much more about 
this than they are telling us.” 

Hynek is an astronomer and a 
former professor at Northwestern 
University. He was asked to assist 
in investigating UFOs by the U.S. 
Air Force in 1973 and is consid¬ 
ered a leading authority on the 
subject. 


| UFO reports 
£ hovering 
* over Tucson 
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Tucsonans have been 
looking to the sky and 
seeing what they believe 
are unidentified flying 
objects for the last two 
nights, and nobody 
seems to know for sure 
what the lights are. 

John Robinson, a disc 
jockey at radio station 
KTKT, said he received 
three- to four-dozen 
calls last night from lis¬ 
teners who had seen 
lights in the sky that 
they didn’t think should 
be there. 

At least as many peo¬ 
ple called the radio sta¬ 
tion Monday night with 
similar reports, he 
said. 

Some people reported 
that the lights seemed to 
be hovering; others said 
that the lights were 
moving at a high speed, 
Robinson said, noting 
that there was no consis¬ 
tency to the calls last 
night. 


A caller to The Ari¬ 
zona Daily Star last 
night said he saw small, 
blue lights that zipped 
back and forth several 
times in the sky south of 
the city. 


So what were these 
lights? 


Maj. Joe Mensching 
of the Arizona Air Na¬ 
tional Guard said pilots 
were night training in 
A-7 aircraft Monday and 
yesterday. Night train¬ 
ing is usually only done 
every three months or 
so, he said. 


However, the A-7s 
have green and red 
lights like commercial 
planes, and people 
shouldn't be noticing a 
difference between the 
planes, he said. 

Gary Mechler, a pub¬ 
lic-information officer 
for Kitt Peak National 
Observatory, said there 
were no reports at the 
observatory Monday 
night of unidentified fly¬ 
ing objects. He cau¬ 
tioned that, given the 
right conditions, stars 
can take on bright 
colors and seem to 
move. 


Strange lights remain 
in skies near Lexington 

By MARIE WHITE 
Telegraph Correspondent 
LEXINGTON — The strange lights still are here. 

The most recent report of a sighting of unidentified lights in the Lexington 
community was received by the Dawson County Sheriffs Department Thurs¬ 
day when iights 30 or 40 degrees above the horizon were observed at 10:35 p.m. 
about 10 miles northeast of Lexington 

H.C. Pierce, Lexington police officer, said in an interview Friday that he had 
observed these strange lights many times. He described the first one he saw as 
“a bright, white light with rapid movement ." 

There were two of them which came together, then one moved to the east and 
later the other moved to the west and officers followed the light five miles 
before it disappeared, he said 

Lights have been sighted in different directions, northeast of town, north of 
„ town and the southwest. Pierce mentioned that sometimes there are three of the 
F lights forming a sort of triangle. 

3 “Sometimes I watched them for over and hour.” he stated, "before they 
•1 fade away or seem to move away." 

3 Officer Pierce, Officer Allen Brummet and Officer Steve Finke. all of the Lex- 
3 ington Police Department, consulted with Professor Elmer Krai of the Grand 
" Island School system recently while in Kearney to film an interview about the 
UFOs. (The UFO filming will air Oct. 3. at 5 p.m. on the NTV Focus program.) 

Krai is an authority on UFOs and has worked on solving similar sightings 
across the state of Nebraska 

“Krai said he feels that these lights are a natural phenomena caused by heat 
waves rising against a colder atmosphere," Pierce said. 

The movement of the UFOs is thought to be caused by the movement of the 
earth, the officer said. 


TELEGRAPH, North Platte, NS - Oct. 21, 1981 CR: T. Cook 

No explanation found 
for object in NP sky 


There is no explanation for an air¬ 
borne object that was picked up on 
radar by airport officials near North 
Platte early Monday, according to the 
director of the Unidentified Flying 
Object Reporting Center in Seattle, 
Wash. 

A number of area residents, includ¬ 
ing weather service specialists and 
law enforcement officials, observed a 
saucer-shaped object with flashing 
lights early Monday. 

Robert Gribble, director of the UFO 
center, said that many of the objects 
being reported in this area are bright, 
scintillating stars, in particular 
Sirius. 

Gribble said the center had been re¬ 
ceiving calls from all over the nation 
about the star Sirius, a star in the con¬ 
stellation Canis Major, the brightest 
star in the sky and about 8.7 light 
years from earth 

The UFO office had received about 
six calls from the North Platte area 


since Monday, it was reported. 

But, there is no explanation for the 
object sighted on radar at Lee Bird 
Field and observed by Robert New- 
land, National Weather Service radar 
specialist at North Platte, the Seattle 
official said. 

Newland used a low-power scope to 
observe the object. Other officials 
also reported seeing the object. 

There were no aircraft reported in 
the area at the time, Gribble added. 

The investigation was impeded, 
however, by the distance of the object, 
Gribble said. 

“They’re all describing this as 
being quite a distance from them," 
Gribble said. 

Don Mowers, dispatcher at the 
North Platte Police Department, said Q 
that the office was referring calls to X. 
the UFO center in Seattle. He added 
that he had received about three calls 
Tuesday night. 



Four scorched circles, approximately the strange circles are evidence of a UFO 
five inches across and four feet apart, visit or a practical joke. A UFO expert 
were discovered in the back yard of home from Northwestern University is 
near Auburn Thursday. The residents, reportedly on his way to investigate. (Star 
who requested anonymity, don't know if photo by James Kroemer) 


EVENING STAR, Auburn, IN - Sept. 25, 1981 


UFO or hoax? 


UFO or pranksters? 
Expert may decide 


By JAMES KROEMER 
Star Editor 

Did a small, silent alien spacecraft 
land in DeKalb County sometime 
Wednesday night, or is somone merely 
playing an elaborate practical joke? 

A professor from Northwestern 
University reportedly is on his way to 
the county today, and his visit may 
provide an answer. 

Until then, mystery still surrounds 
four evenly-spaced circles of deeply- 
scorched grass in the back yard of a 
home not far from Auburn. 

The owners of the home say they 
know nothing about the mysterious 
circles, which look like they could have 
been made by the landing gear of a 
small craft of some kind. They agreed 
to talk to this reporter, and allow 
photos to be taken, only after ex¬ 
tracting a promise that their names 
and the location of their home would be 
kept secret. 

The physical evidence would suggest 
that if a UFO landed, it would have 
be£n a tiny one. Its occupants could not 
have been any larger than small 
poodles. 

The four circles are approximately 
five inches in diameter each. They are 
equally-spaced, four feet apart in a 
perfect square. The blackened circles 
are burned clear through thick grass 
down to the ground. 

Just outside each circle, the ground 
is gouged to a depth of about two in¬ 
ches, as though a rigid leg hit the 
ground with some force. 

Are the circles the spots where the 
small spacecraft's rockets burned the 
grass away, or was someone simply 
playing with matches? 


The owners said they discovered the 
mysterious evidence in their back yard 
Thursday morning around 6 a.m. The 
woman who lives there said the 
scorched circles were not there at 10 
p.m. the night before, when she went 
out to walk her dog. 

But during the night, the family saw 
or heard nothing. Their second dog, a 
spaniel who stays outdoors in a pen, 
made no noise during the night, and 
the woman said, "he usually barks at 
anything.” 

Also, area police had no reports of 
strange lights or noises in the sky 
Wednesday night. 

When the scorched circles were 
examined after daybreak, a powdery, 
mettalic substance was found in one of 
them. A police officer scraped up the 
substance and put it in a plastic bag. 

It will be examined, along with the 
site, by noted UFO expert Dr. J. Allen 
Hynek of Northwestern University, 
when he arrives today. He was said to 
be rushing to DeKalb County to 
examine the evidence before it rained, 
and asked the family to rope the site 
off and not let anyone get too close. 

Dr. Hynek has reportedly worked 
closely with the U.S. Air Force on 
other UFO reports. 

WOWO Disc Jockey Rob Westaby, 
who recently did a series of reports on 
UFOs, was also contacted about the 
"landing," and may visit the site 
today. 

Meanwhile the family, and their few 
neighbors and friends who know about 
it, are trying to figure out if the 
strange, blackened rcles are evidence 
of a landing by some alien vehicle or 
just an elaborate hoax. 


TIMES, Tylertown, MS - Sept. 2k, 1981 

Unidentified flying object 
'big as a house' is spotted 


EXPRESS, Easton, PA - Sept. 27, 1981 
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At least ilx person* reported eeelng 
in unidentified flying object In two 
locitloni In the Tylertown ere* last 
Tueediy night hovering Highwiy 27 
eouth before moving off to the west. 

Mre. Nell Martin uld that her ion, 
Tony, and Mi wife spotted the object 
while driving south on Highway 27 near 
her home. 

Roanie Conerly and hli mother, Mn. 
John Conerly, lighted the object from 
the patio of the Conerly home. The 
alghtlngi took place about I P.M. 

FEDERAL AVIATION Agency 
(FAA) official* at the Pike County 
Airport Mid they had no report* of UFO 
lighting: on the night of Sept It. 

Mr*. Martin laid that her ion and 
daughter-in-law pulled Into the 


driveway of her home after *eelng the 
object hovering over the Mghway. 
"They watched It for four or five 
minute* before coming into the houie to 
tell me about It," Mr*. Martin uld. 

She deicrlbed the object ai a "V- 
ihaped cuplike object. It had different 
colored green and yellow light* In four 
lection* all around It,” the added. 

THE OBJECT made no lound while 
hovering over the highwiy and the L.E. 
Plgott horn* where Mr*. Martin realdea 
with her parent*. She uld that the craft 
made a "itrange loud nolle" a* It 
moved off to the weit. The object 
dliplayed different colored light* a* it 
moved away, ahe added. 

Roanie Conerly Mid he flrit thought 
the object waa a blimp a* It moved 
acroea the rear of their home near Pine 


Acre* Subdlvliion eouth of town off 
Highway 27 aouth. 

"It wi* a* large a* our home and 
near tree-top level. The light! wire 
about like Tony (Martin) deicrlbed 
them" he added. “My mother and I 
were watching It from the patio and It 
first looked aa If It might land. We 
turned off the light* to see what would 
happen, but It didn't land,” Consrty 
explained. 

PERIODIC lighting* of UFO’i havi 
been reported In the Tylertown area 
over the yaars with the Incidence of 
report! seemingly Mgher In the fall of 
the year. Last year, resident! of the 
Sandy Hook and Enon communities 
reported lighting flying object* unlike 
any known aircraft. 
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There are people from other worlds' 



Charles Hickson: "I've been contacted by these things through my mind and I believe I'll be coming in physical contact with them again." 


Charles Hickson claims 

COPYRIGHT. THE SUN. 1M1 

By STEVE RILEY 

SUN STATE WRITER 

Eight years have passed since Charles Hickson and 
Calvin Parker sent the city of Pascagoula Into a UFO tizzy 
and gained international notoriety with their story of being 
carried aboard a football-shaped spacecraft. 

Pascagoula is quiet now; little is said about the events 
of Oct. 11,1973. when Hickson and Parker say three five- 
foot creatures emerged from a spaceship on the west bank 
of the East Pascagoula River, floated them aboard the 
craft and examined them with an eye-like instrument. 

A chat with Hickson now seems normal, if talking with 
a 50-year-old about his encounter with robot-like beings 
from another world can be considered a run-of-the-mill 
activity. He sticks with the story, his deep voles ringing 
with sincerity. 

Suddenly, the Icc-blue eyes flash, coming out of hiding 
from behind heavy, restricting eyelids. 

Charles Hickson has a new story to tell. And this one’s 
more bizarre than the last. 

“I have been contacted by these things through my mind 
and I believe I’ll be coming in physical contact with them 
again,” Hickson says. 

Why has he been contacted? 

A long, involved answer comes, spoken slowly but 
without hesitation. Hickson believes the beings want to 
help earthlings achieve peace and says he has been chosen 
as one of 12 people to help spread their word. 

“We’re an aggressive type of people,’’ he says. “We 
don’t have one body of government. You’ve got hundreds 
of nations all the time in battle with one another. 

”... These beings from worlds up there, if they were 
to come down here now in their craft, or spacecraft or 
whatever you want to call it, the first thing we would do 
is take up arms and try to destroy them. 

“It’s not going to be that way,’’ he continues. “Things 
are going to keep happening and people are going to realize 
that we are not alone, that there are people from other 
worlds. Those people are going to come down here and 
they’re going to have people prepared for them on this 
earth to help them let the world know that they arc up 
there. 

“I’m going to be one of them. There are going to be 12 
people and I’m going to be one of them.” 

Hickson realizes this story could meet with even more 
disbelievers than did the abduction scenario. “But,” he 
says, “I’m prepared for It. In fact. I’m looking forward 
to it.” 

The aliens are peace-seeking creatures. Hickson says. 

“If something doesn’t happen, our world’s not going to be 
here very long. We’re going to destroy ourselves. And 
they’re going to prevent that. They’re going to help us 
prevent that.” 

Parker, Hickson’s fishing mate the night of the 
original incident, dropped out of sight after the 
alleged abduction and is now in south Louisiana. 

The Sun was unable to contact Parker last week. 

Hickson says Parker will not be one of the 
“chosen 12”—all of whom have supposedly had 
contact with unidentified flying objects—but that 
he could have been. ”... The beings that were 
controlling those robots tried to contact Calvin 
through his mind” but it didn’t work out, Hickson 
says. “So Calvin’s not one of the 12. He knowsihat 
now. They don’t bother him anymore.” 

Hickson won’t say when he was contacted, but 
says the revelations also have helped him cope 
with the ordeal. “Since this has been revealed to 
me,” he says, ”it’s eased my mind. I can go ahead 
with my everyday work, be with my family and 
not worry about those things. I know what’s going 
to happen now, so that burden is off of my mind.” 

He also refuses to elaborate on exactly what he 
believes is going to happen because he has finished 


further contact with aliens from UFO 


a book, The Pascagoula UFO, which he hopes will 
be published by the end of this year. 

“I want the book to come out first,” he says. 
"I’m going to start lecturing again, I’m going to 
go on national television. I’m going to reveal to 
the world what’s going to happen.” 

All of which points to the possibility that 
Hickson’s new story is a publicity-seeking stunt to 
boost sales of the 300-page manuscript, co-written 
by William Mendez, a Michigan professor. 

Hickson firmly denies that. "I’ll be honest with 
you,” he says. "Now, I could have made millions 
of dollars already off of something like this but 
I don’t believe in that. 

“We’ve had two or three movie companies that 
want to make the movie on Calvin and me but we 
declined it for the simple reason [that] what they 
want to do is blow the thing up and make 
something that didn’t happen. I know what 
happened to me and I don’t want them to blow 
something up that wasn’t there. 

“All I want to come out,” he continues, "is the 
truth of what actually happened to us and this book 
is going to be the truth.” 

The book, Hickson says, will reveal some things 
not yet disclosed about the time he and Parker say 
they spent aboard the spacecraft. "There were 
about seven months I didn't work any and we 
underwent hypnosis regression with one of the 
finest hypnotists in the country,” he says. "There 
are things I can’t talk about now that I saw aboard 
that craft and things that I know that have never 
been revealed yet." 

Hickson declines to name the hypnotist or talk 
further about the book because of the involvement 
of the hypnotist and Mendez. "It wouldn’t be fair 
for me to reveal any of those things," he says. 

The odyssey that eventually placed Parker and 
Hickson under hypnosis began when they reported 
their abduction to the Jackson County Sheriff’s 
Department. The department, which took the 
pair's original statement, was deluged by more 
than 2,000 phone calls by the national news media. 
Pascagoula attorney Joe Colingo, who screened 
the media for the pair, says the situation was 
"chaotic.” 

Hickson, who was working at the time with 
Parker at F.D. Walker Shipyard in Pascagoula, 
later took a polygraph test and was determined 
to be telling the truth as to what he believed he 
saw. Parker never took such a test. 

Hickson now works for Unlveral Systems Inc. 

In Pascagoula, and his Job requires him to 
commute to New Orleans dally from his Gautier 
home. He says the first few months after the 
incident were the most difficult. 

"Of course, the first few months after it 
happened to me, I just couldn’t seem to get myself 
together,” he says. "I lost a lot of work and things 
like that. 

"But as far as friends, we [Hickson, his wife 
Blanche and five children] still have the same 
friends and a lot more. We’ve never been ridiculed 
or anything like that.” 

Blanche, however, did have trouble 
understanding why it happened. "For a while my 
wife was real upset,” Hickson says. "In fact, she 
seemed to be even afraid to go out with me at night 
or anything like that.” 

Numerous speaking engagements followed, 
including appearances on the Dick Cavett and 
Mike Douglas shows. "Up until about two years 
ago, I did a lot of speaking all over the country," 
he says, "but then I just didn’t have time. 


"I still have invitations from all over the country 
for speaking at universities and things like that, 
but I'm so tied up in my work that I really don't 
have the time for it.” 

But he’ll soon make time for it—after his book 
comes out. Meanwhile, Hickson occasionally 
entertains a viator interested in his story. Not long 
ago, a writer from a magazine in Greece came 
to see Hickson after an occurrence similar to the 
Pascagoula sighting had been reported in his 
country. 

"He’s going to send me a copy of it [the article],” 
says Hickson. “It’s going to be in Greek, though. 

I don't know how I'm going to read it. ” 
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In fall 1973, there was something in the air 
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UFOs over Scony Creek? At Fri¬ 
day night’s Hot Dog Roast at the 
beach, attended br close to 40 kids, 
several witnessed a zig-zagging 
UFO sortiy before 8 p.m. Eyewit¬ 
nesses say that the “the litd* white 
spot” zig-zagged down from the 
say above Pleasant Point over to 
Rogers Island, and back and forth. 
The spot changed colors — white, 
yellow, orange, red and blue. It 
then zig-zagged back upwards, and 
remained stationery as a white spot 
above Beldon's Island. It faded and 
disappeared; then reappeared and 
was joined by a "big white disk”; 
and then both disappeared. Bobby 
Lenihan called the Branford Police 
Station, but they didn't come down. 
Other eyewitnesses were Joan 
Sawyer, Jason Vincent, Brian 
Brycenski, Andy DaRos, Shannon 
Greenvall, Cutter and Ginger 
Smith and Tricia Monast. Did 
anyone else see it? Besides viewing 
UFOs, the youth ate and had a 
Treasure Hunt. 


By STEVE RILEY 

SUN STAFF WRITER 

The fall of 1973 was a turbulent, strange 
period In both American and world 
history. 

Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein were 
cranking out exclusive stories that would 
bring about the downfall of President 
Richard Nixon. Egypt and Israel were 
battling in the October war. The New 
Orleans Saints had won two games in a 
row for the first time in four years. Spiro 
Agnew resigned as vice-president after 
pleading no contest to federal tax evasion 
charges. 

It was during this time that Pascagoula 
shipyard workers Charles Hickson and 
Calvin Parker said they had been taken 
aboard a spacecraft by creatures with 
crab-like hands and examined by an eye¬ 
like instrument. 

Hickson and Parker, who reported their 
experience on Oct. 11, may have had the 


most interesting UFO story of that fall, 
but theirs was hardly the only sighting 
during that period. 

Reports of sightings cropped up all over 
the Southeast during the first three weeks 
of October, ranging from a minister who 
saw "a big red light" to a Long Beach taxi 
driver who later admitted his story of a 
tan creature tapping on the window of his 
cab was a hoax. 

Some of the incidents included: 

► A Hancock County family that said a 
UFO that looked "like a house all lit up" 
landed near their home and started a fire 
in a soggy field. 

► The infamous cab driver hoax. John 
Lane told Gulfport police that a UFO 
floated down in front of his cab and a 
creature, tan in color, had pop-like eyes, 
lit up like light bulbs and a slit from one 
side of his head to the other. He later 
admitted he had fabricated the story, 
calling it "a joke that backfired." 


► A young Grenada minister, the Rev. 
Clint Holley, who reported a "big red 
light" that seemed to glitter and change 
colors. He als# saw another UFO that was 
"one solid, big bright light and going so 
fast.. . I’ve never seen anything go so 
fast." 

► A sighting by a WKRG-TV reporter 
In Mobile that resulted in 3,000 area 
residents blocking Interstate 10 while 
seeking a rendezvous with the saucers. 
Following up on a call to the station, the 
reporter had gone to the spot the night 
before and got eight seconds of film of a 
mysterious flashing light. 

The station’s news director, Bill Haney, 
told viewers they could follow the reporter 
to the site the next night. Haney was 
expecting only a handful of people to show 
up; instead, more than 1,000 cars 
gathered near the station's headquarters 
Alter following the reporter to the site, 
they spotted nothing. 
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UFO probably 'ball lightning’ 


By JOE MOSLEY 
Of the Rrgifter-Guard 


Jim Trent and Linda Alderson didn't know 
what to make of it when they saw five dazzling 
red lights swoop down on their quiet Veneta 
neighborhood a week ago Sunday. 

But on Monday, after comparing details of 
the sighting with other similar cases, an expert 
in the field of unidentified flying objects said the 
lights were most likely 'errestrial and naturally 

caused. 

Mark Rodeghier, a researcher and member 
of the board of directors at the Center for UFO 
Studies in Chicago, said that Veneta's strange 
red lights seem to fall into a category of UFOs 
tentatively identified as a rare natural occu¬ 
rence akin to ball lightning. 

Ball lightning is a rare lightning form emit¬ 
ted In glowing balls rather than bolts. Several 
UFO sightings in recent years have been attribu¬ 
ted to ball lightning. 

Rodeghier recently completed a study of 441 
UFO sightings in which automobiles were affect¬ 
ed. Veneta's lights seem to fall into the same 
"subset of events" as 14 of the auto-related inci¬ 
dents. The red lights seem to be a “geo-magnetic 
terrestrial phenomena" somehow linked to cool, 
fair weather, he says. 

In each of the 14 cases Rodeghier studied, 
motorists were confronted by the luminescent 
red lights and their cars were affected. In one 
case, a battery was partially melted. In another, 
the horn, headlights and radio became inoper¬ 
able for several minutes before gradually re¬ 
gaining full power. 


"I've surmised that it’s a geo-magnetlc ter¬ 
restrial phenomena somewhat like ball light¬ 
ning but it doesn’t occur in thunderstorms as 
ball lightning always does," Rodeghier says. "It 
(the red light phenomenon) tends to occur in 
cool, fair weather, generally as a cold front 
passed through." 

On OcL 4, the evening Trent and Alderson 
were "visited" by the red lights, the skies had 
cleared after a week of frequent rain. The low 
temperatures most of the week had been in the 
mld-40s, but thermometers dipped to 40 degrees 
on that Sunday ntghL 

"I was never really scared, but I could feel 
the little hairs standing up on my arms and the 
back of my neck." says Trent, who was watching 
television with Alderson in her home when five 
ruby-red lights swooped down on quiet 
McCutcheon Street. 

"I guarantee we hadn't had a thing to drink 
and we weren't smoking dope," Trent 
says. "I don't believe they were flying 
saucers — just very strange lights. It 
didn't really scare us, it just amazed 
us. We were totaly shocked." 

What Trent and Alderson saw when 
they stepped out on the front porch of 
Alderson's home was a group of five 
dazzling red lights. One, which origi¬ 
nally caught Alderson's attention when 
it shone through her front window, was 
resting on top of a car across the 
street. Another was "enveloping" a 5- 
foot high foxglove plant In a neighbor's 


yard, and three others were darting 
around the neighborhood. Each of the 
objects was "about one and a half 
times the size of your hand,” Trent and 
Alderson say. 

A Lane County sheriffs deputy who 
was called to investigate the sighting 
said in his report that there was "no 
reason to dispute" Trent’s and Alder¬ 
son's reports, but no explanation for 
the occurence was offered. 

Rodeghier isn’t aertain about what 
causes the lights. "As far as the mecha¬ 
nisms that form this phenomenon go, I 
really can't say," he says 

However. Rodeghier says that a 
Canadian researcher has theorized 
that the lights which usually last one 
to two minutes, are' the visual effects 
of "piezoelectric fields" which in turn 
are caused by stresses In underground 
rock formations, usually quartz. 

Trent says the Veneta lights which 
looked like "something from ruby 
lasers." lasted three minutes at best, 
before they evaporated. "While they 
were romping around we just stood 
there and watched," he says "After¬ 
ward we began walking around, check¬ 
ing the angles and such, because we 
thought they might have been from a 
super high-powered flashlight or some- 
thing. 

“But there weren’t any beams” 
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Area Skies Filled With UFOs 


By Jack Mackey 

Bee Staff Writer 

For three seconds, Joe Johns, 26, 
stared transfixed into the darkness 
of the Nevada County foothills. 

As he later reported to the Neva¬ 
da County sheriff’s office. Johns saw 
what he described as an elliptical 
shape of white light. 

He thought it was going to fall 
straight down into the canyon, but it 
stopped, level with the mountain- 
tops. 

The object left a trail of light as it 
made the swift vertical descent, 
then suddenly darted back up, with¬ 
out a light trail, and disappeared. 

It was brighter, Johns said, than 
any moon he ever had seen. He said 
he was on Highway 49, approaching 
the bridge over the South Yuba 
River, when he saw the object at 
11:10 p.m. Monday. 

Johns was one of five people in 
Nevada and Sacramento counties 
who have reported seeing unidenti¬ 
fied flying objects since the week¬ 
end. 

A caller who didn't identify him¬ 
self reported to the Nevada County 


sheriff’s office that he saw an object 
at the same time and similar to that 
which Johns reported. 

Tim Blanchard of Sacramento, 
who lives near the Rancho Cordova 
line, phoned The Bee at 2:20 p.m. 
Tuesday, minutes, he said, after he 
saw “an extremely bright and shiny 
object about 1,800 to 2,000 feet” in 
the northwest sky. 

And an East Sacramento couple 
who asked not to be identified told 
The Bee they saw an oval, translu¬ 
cent object trailing a kitelike tail 
speed across the sky from northwest 
to southeast about 5 p.m. Saturday. 

In Sacramento. Blanchard said he 
is familiar with all kinds of aircraft 
because of his interest in skydiving 
and general aviation, and he is cer¬ 
tain that what he saw Tuesday “was 
no airplane." 

“It was strange. I never saw any¬ 
thing like it before," Blanchard said. 
He was looking toward Watt Avenue, 
with his back toward Bradshaw, 
when he saw the object., He at first 
thought it might be a helicopter, but 
there was no noise. 

Blanchard said he looked down 
for “a split second" and the object 


disappeared. “I never saw this 
strong of a light in the sky before. It 
shook me up,” he said. 

“There have been a rash of sight¬ 
ings in Marin County, from Petalu¬ 
ma, Santa Rosa and Tiburon," said 
Tom Gates, an astronomer at Foot¬ 
hill College and a spokesman for the 
Bay area's UFO hot line. 

He said there have been 12 to 15 
reports in October, including “some 
very close encounters." 

One person, he said, reported 
seeing a disc-shaped object about 60 
feet overhead, so close that a "hum¬ 
ming noise" could be heard. 

It’s not unusual to expect an in¬ 
crease in the numbers of UFO sight¬ 
ings now. Gates said. Historically, 
there are more reports of UFO sight¬ 
ings in October than any other 
month. April and July are the otheT 
two busiest months for sightings. 

The last reports of UFOs in Neva¬ 
da County were in January an4 
February of 1980. 

At that time, mysterious multicol¬ 
ored flying objects in the sky were 
reported seen by eight persops who 
reside on two different ridges north¬ 
east of Nevada City near the Soutli 
Yuba River. 
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JEFF WYDNER SKETCHES UFO HE SAYS HE SPOTTED 
Says Low-Flying Craft Hovered Over Highway Near Mooresville 


Deca tur Man Believes 


In UFOs After Sighting 


By CHRISTOPHER BELL 
Times Staff Writer 

MOORESVILLE -- Before Wednesday night, Jeff 
Wydner believed UFOs "were possible," but after 
seeing an unidentified flying object, he is now 
convinced such spacecrafts exist. 

Wydner, of 1804 Seventh St. S.E., Decatur, said he 
was returning from Huntsville about 9 p.m. Wed¬ 
nesday when he noticed a low-flying object drift 
toward Alabama 20, about a mile east of here. 

"It was the size of a football field and hovered 
about 100 or 200 yards over me," he said, 

Wydner, 22, manager of a Hartselle fast-food 
restaurant, said he watched as the object slowly 
passed in front of him, from right to left, turn “and 
kind of tilt backward." 

"I had slowed down to about 15 mph and drove 
underneath," he said. “I drove a few more yards 
and started to pull off the road and looked back and 
it was gone.” 

Wydner said the egg-shaped object had many 
white lights and one bright orange light at the end of 
a pole in the center. He saw no green or red lights as 
on airplanes. 

"It appeared to have thrusters or something 
across the bottom," he said, but, “I was right 
beneath it and couldn't hear a thing." 


Wydner said he didn’t see "any kind of a tail” on 
the object, which "hovered for about 15 seconds 
before it disappeared.” 

“I couldn’t see anything made of glass at all,” he 
added. 

Wydner said he was surprised by the object. “It 
doesn’t cross your mind you are going to see 
something like that,” he said. 

“At first I assumed it was an airplane,” he said, 
but "it was getting lower and lower and finally 
stopped over me." 

"All the lights were bright,” he said. “All were 
regular lights and one was orange." 

Wydner said he had passed a van “but I never 
saw him again." There were no other vehicles on 
the highway at the time, he said. 

Wydner did not report the incident, but when he 
returned home he told his wife, Gwen. Mrs. Wydner 
said, "I called police to see if anyone else reported 
it.” 

After police advised patrol officers to be on the 
watch for such an object an anonymous telephone 
caller reported seeing an object in southwest 
Decatur but police discounted the call. 

"I’m positive it wasn’t an airplane," Wydner 
said. 

"I always thought UFOs were possible,” he said 
“I’m a believer now.” 
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It's late, the night about the 
ground is black. The trees and 
limbs are black and high up 
the sky is a deep blue-black 
yet the stars light up there. 
They are many. They form 
patterns and I am thrilled. I 
see my satellite barrelling 
over the top of the western 
mountains. It looks like one 
half of a golden wedding ring. 
It moved rapidly and sudden¬ 
ly it's down behind the moun¬ 
tain. 

The air is cold and crisp. 
Crickets sing with complete 
abandon. Sound’s great. I love 
it. 

Speaking of my satellite, 
one day Delphine Fountain, 
waiting in her car for her 
sister Ida Jean to have lunch 
at the Valley Inn called me, 
then we went in together. 
And we somehow got on stars 
and Ida Jean came and we 
ordered lunch. Out of my 
window I see the Trinity 
river, lots of willows turning 
yellow on the banks. We talk 
of my satellite that I watch 
quite often and I told her 
something I saw one evening. 

It was a red star not too far 
from my satellite. It seemed 
stationary while the others 
leaped twisted and shone. 
Then the red star was gone. It 
was strange to have seen it up 
by the satellite as never 
before I had seen it. I stood 
gazing up, still wondering. 
When not too far from me as I 
stood by the small gate next 
to the barnhouse two tiny 
lights like candles shone wide 
apart, then they began to 
blaze, blue, red and grew 
quite large. As men had been 
logging about there I thought 


maybe a fire was up in a big 
fir top. 

I went quickly into the 
house onto the back or front 
porch that overlooks the river 
to see better. There was 
nothing, it was dark and only 
tree tops. So I went back to 
the gate and wondered what I 
was seeing — round golden 
balls big as a dinner plate. 
About seven of them seemed 
to bounce a few feet off the 
ground towards me. They 
came about 10 feet towards 
me then disappeared. 

I went indoors and later 
while listening to the radio 
the announcer said something 
strange. Seemed like he men 
tioned Fort Beal and said a 
plane rose up and crashed, 
that something had been in 
the air all day. 

Then I began to wonder if I 
had seen a U.F.O. and did I 
really hear. There never was 
more to be sure what I heard. 
The next evening I went out 
and three golden plate size 
balls bounced about the same 
distance from me. I thought if 
those are U.F.O. people I wish 
I could see them. They they 
were gone so I never did know 
what I saw. Looking at the 
road there were no marks 
where they bounced. 

1 went the next day to tell 
Doris Carroll, who was The 
Klam-Ity Kourier editor then, 
but she was busy so I went 
home thinking probably it 
would sound funny if I told 
anyone. But Delphine and I 
got to talking and I told her. I 
think it would be a marvelous 
thing if I could see a U.F.O. I’d 
probably be too excited and 
scared: only I hope I’d have no 
time to be scared. 


*rj 

§ 

* 

c 

4) 

V 

V 

U 

CQ 


Cd 

o 


CO 

o 


> 

o 

z 

I 

5 


c 

o 


ft 


& 


UFOs Reported 


MAINB TELEGRAM, Portland 
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In Richford Area 


RICHFORD — Several resi¬ 
dents, including the town police 
chief have reported seeing un¬ 
identified flying objects Thursday 
and Friday nights. 

Chief Homer Combs said he 
was on Golf Course Road about 
7:30 p.m. Friday when he saw two 
bright, orange lights to his west. 
One was about 3,000 feet off the 
ground and the other was 1.000 
feet above it. Combs said. 

"One light would go out and 
the one below would go on. 
They’d go back and forth. Some¬ 
times they’d both be on and other 
times both be off,” he said. 

Combs said he called Roland 
Smith of the town ambulance ser¬ 
vice on his portable radio, and he 
also saw the lights. "He watched 
them for about 10 minutes,” 
Combs said. 

The chief said one of the lights 
went out. then the "other one 
made a sharp right turn and 
moved across the sky like you 
wouldn’t believe." 

Combs, who is a pilot, said the 
lights could not have been on an 
airplane. 

Diane Gendron, who lives in 
Richford village, said she and a 
friend, Laurie Kennedy, saw the 


same lights at the same time. 

"1 noticed them first and told 
Laurie to look and she also saw 
them. They kind of 
diminished....Then we spotted 
them to the left us. east of Rich¬ 
ford. 

"We had the scanner on and 
heard the police chief tell some¬ 
body about it,” she said. "As soon 
as he mentioned it. that’s when 
they blinked right out.” 

Ms. Gendron said she called 
Combs "and told him what I saw, 
and it was exactly what he saw.” 

Both said they lights made no 
noise. "Absolutely no sound, not 
one little bit." the chief said. 

Combs said his brother Carlton 
and a hunting companion. Elton 
Duniken. saw similar lights 
Thursday night at 7:30. He said 
the pair reported that when they 
looked at the lights through their 
rifle scopes, they appeared red, 
but when they watched with the 
naked eye, they were orange. 

"There was other people that 
saw them up on the Berkshire 
Road,” Combs said. 

Another sighting was reported 
to the Free Press by a man who 
did not want to be identified. He 
said the lights were "like nothing 
I ever saw before.” 


Couple says 
road blocked 
by UFO 

MADISON (UPI) — A deputy sheriff 
and his wife, a town selectwoman. $«kl 
Monday they saw an unidentified flying 
object hovering over Route 43 that 
beamed a light at them and forced them 
to take another road home. 

Harold and Helen Hendsbeo said 
they spotted the UFO while driving 
toward their home in Madison after 
having dinner Saturday in Farmington. 

"When we approached the hill, the 
object itself hovered on top of a hill and 
it lit up the whole hill, so we sat there 
and watched it,” said Mrs. Hendsbee. "I 
didn’t see any object, I just saw a bright 
light. It was probably about a telephone 
pole high and it was just stationary in 
space.” 

Hendsbee said he waited a few mo¬ 
ments, then tried to drive over the hill, 
located in Starks about 11 miles south¬ 
west of Madison. 

"It advanced toward us, then stopped 
in midair. I then backed up 30-40 yards 
and then stopped,” Hendsbee said. 

He said he tried three times to pass. 

"The second I started to go ahead the 
object came up again, shining the light 
right in my windshield. It was bright 
enough so I couldn’t see in front of me," 
Hendsbee said. 

"We had the feeling that it didn't 
want us to go up there,” Mrs. Hendsbee 

said. 


- Dee. 1, 1981 CR: R. Hair 

Hendsbee said that after 20 minutes, 
he turned around and drove home alone 
Route 148. 

Somerset County Sheriff William 
Wright said Hendsbee is "a very honest 
person" and that he believes the story 
"has a ring of truth about it." 

I can't visualize him making up any 
story like that. You have to believe 
what lie said he saw," Wright said. "He 
doesn’t drink. Not a drop.” 

He also noted there have been other 
recent UFO sightings in the area. 

"I’d like to see something like this 
myself because it’s no longer a laughing 
matter. There’s been too many of 
them.” Wrieht said. 

The Hendsbees said they also saw 
the object earlier in the evening above 
the same hill as they were driving 
toward Farmington, although not as 
clearly. 

A car carrying three men and one 
woman was parked along the road and 
Hendsbee stopped to see if they needed 
help. 

"One of the guys told me. 'Don’t go 
up over the hill, there is a UFO up 
there. If you do, you are going to wit¬ 
ness something you won’t want to 
see,’ ’’ Hendsbee said. 

"And then they drove off and I could 
see they were terrified," he said. 

None of the other four people said to 
have seen the UFO were available for 
comment Monday. 

Sgt. Ken Constant of Loring Air * 
Force Base in Limestone said no official Q 
investigations were under way "be¬ 
cause the Air Force is no longer official¬ 
ly in the business of keeping track of 
UFO sightings." 






Bob Pratt collects eyewitness reports of UFO sightings by traveling the globe to interview people who claim close encounters 


Alien Obsession 


He Once Scoffed at Them, but Now Bob Pratt Is a Believer in UFOs 


By Tom Duffy 

Pest Staff Writer 

UFOs have taken control of Bob Pratt s life 
He can’t escape the grasp of their immense 
power. He has never seen one. doesn't think he 
ever will. But he believes there’s something out 
there. 

He's no kooky zealot, caterwauling on a 
street corner about little green men from Mars 
who want to enslave us. 

First of all. the little men inside have only 
rarely been described as green. Secondly, they 
probably aren’t from Mars, but from Earth. 
Thirdly, there’s no evidence they want to en¬ 
slave us. 

Finally, there’s the man himself. Bob Pratt is 
a reasonable, calm, objective 55-year-old man 
who to all appearances is sane He enjoys ten¬ 
nis, classical music and watching football on 
television in his suburban Lake Worth town- 
house He is married and has a grown son living 
in England. He has been a journalist for nearly 
30 years, holding a variety of jobs at a variety 
of newspapers. 

And, Pratt says, one of his pet peeves when he 
was managing editor of a Virginia newspaper, 
was stories about UFOs. “I was sort of incensed 
every time, he says. “I felt I was much too 
intelligent to believe something like that." 

Then he went to work for the National En¬ 
quirer, the Lanatana-based weekly tabloid that 
has brought UFO reports into homes all over 
North America At one time, the Enquirer was 
so enamored of UFO stories the mock headline 
‘ Spacemen Ate My Dog!” became a symbol for 
the paper's philosophy. 

That was Bob Pratt’s heyday. He traveled all 
over the world tracking down UFO reports for 
the Enquirer. But his time on the beat had an 
inauspicious beginning. One fateful day in May 
1975, an editor who was pro-UFO (some liked 
the stories, some didn't) dropped 10 files about 
sightings on his desk. 

‘‘He told me to pick two and investigate 
them,” Pratt says. "I really didn’t want to do it, 
but I picked the two and went to Superior, Wis., 
for the first assignment. There had been a 
number of alleged UFO sightings in that area. 

“1 felt if you asked enough questions, you 
could figure out what these people really saw. I 
met with a UFO investigator and together we 
interviewed 60 or 70 people in that area. I asked 
every question I could ask and I came away 
impressed. These people were solid, reliable 


'1 have become, quite by chance, the world's most 
active UFO investigator. I averaged 50,000 miles a year, 
and one year I traveled 80,000. It was my job and it was 
my hobby.' 

— Bob Pratt 


citizens, not publicity seekers, ancMhey were 
believable. 

"I came to the conclusion that there was 
something there. Since that time I’ve talked to. 
say, 1,200 people. I became permanently as¬ 
signed to UFOs by the Enquirer, and I traveled 
all over the world, to the Phillipines. to South 
America, investigating UFO reports. I have 
become, quite by chance, the world’s most ac¬ 
tive UFO investigator. I averaged 50,000 miles 
a year, and one year I traveled 80,000. It was 
my job and it was my hobby." 

But, like all good things, it came to an end 
UFO stories fell out of vogue at the Enquirer 
(there always was an anti-UFO faction there, 
anyway). And, one day, the inevitable ax fell on 
Bob Pratt. 

But, by that time, Bob Pratt was a 
99.9 percent believer in the reality of 
UFOs, and an ardent gatherer of UFO 
reports. So he has set about trying to 
find some way to "stay in the busi¬ 
ness.” 

He has two ventures in progress. 

One is a book, as yet untitled, that will 
summarize some of the more interest¬ 
ing cases he investigated and “some of 
my adventures in gathering them.” 

The other is a weekly column, The 
World of UFOs, which is offered to 
newspapers across the country. These 
are short columns, each of which in¬ 
volves one UFO incident. Unfortu¬ 
nately for Pratt, he is finding that too 
many editors had the same attitude 
toward UFO stories he used to have. 

"I sent out a mailing of 700,” he says 
ruefully. “I’ve only heard from 20 or 
25, and only one ran the three sample 
columns I sent. If it doesn’t get any 
better, I’ll have to get a job, I guess.” 

While a true believer in the exis¬ 
tence of UFOs, Pratt doesn’t have any 
theories on where they come from, 
what they want or who they are. He 
feels fairly confident of what they’re 
not. 

"I see no evidence that they’re ex¬ 
traterrestrial,” he says. "If they were 


from some planet billions of miles 
away, why would they come here, to 
one little planet? Why would they be 
concentrating on us? That just doesn't 
make sense. 

"There are a lot of theories as to 
what they are. Some say they come 
from inside our minds, that they’re a 
psychological phenomenon. Some say 
they come from the past, some say the 
future; time travel. Some say they’re 
an after-death phenomenon, that 
UFOs are where we go when we die. 

“Others say they come from inside 
the earth, and there’s some evidence 
of that. Many people see them coming 
out of the water, that’s a very common 
report. Maybe they’re based there. 
Maybe they’re based in space. Others 
have seen them rise up until they be¬ 
come a pinpoint of light, indistinguish¬ 
able from the stars. 

“One woman I talked to in Alabama 
said she saw a large, cylindrical object 
flying through the air and it just disap¬ 
peared like someone was taking bites 
out of it, like the hamburger in the 
commercial.” 

If Pratt has no trouble believing 
people who saw UFOs, he has a lot of 
trouble believing the government’s 
UFO policy, which is to ignore reports. 
It finished its investigation in 1969 
saying that no evidence had been 
found it indicate the UFO phenomenon 
posed no threat to human life. 

“I’m not convinced they’re covering 
anything up, except the fact that they 
don’t know much about it," Pratt says. 
“But it’s funny. I investigated one re¬ 
port of six UFOs that were tracked, by 
military radar, back and forth across 
Lake Huron. This went on for some 
time. The military said it didn’t know 
what they were. I asked one of the 
military men why they didn’t send 
planes up to intercept these UFOs. He 
said they didn’t provide a threat to 
national security." 


“If he didn’t know what they were, 
how did he know they weren’t a threat 
to national security?" 

You can believe in UFOs and no¬ 
body will question your sanity. You 
can make reasonable statements — "I 
think there’s a real good chance that 
UFOs are real; surely we re not alone 
in the universe” — and you won’t lose 
your job or your friends or your credi¬ 
bility. 

But heaven forbid you should actu¬ 
ally see an Unidentified Flying Object 
and then tell people what you saw. 
Then you’re a certifiable crazy. 

But if you do see a ball of fire rising 
into the air, or a glowing triangle the 
size of football field moving slowly 
across the sky, or a flying machine as 
big as Pittsburgh’s Three Rivers Sta¬ 
dium, tell Bob Pratt. He’ll listen to you 
— and believe. 
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The Strange World of UFOs: 
Bob Pratt’s Favorite Stories 


In more than six years investigating UFO reports, 
Bob Pratt has run across enough UFO reports to keep 
science fiction movie producers in material until the year 
2000 . 

Many of them come from Brazil, which is such a 
hotbed of UFO activity, “they had to cancel night classes 
for two months in one area,” said Pratt, who has been to 
Brazil six times. “If you went outside and turned on a light, 
a UFO would appear.” 

Here are two of Pratt’s favorite UFO stories. 

In 1976, three Kentucky women are driving at night 
from one small town to another. They see a strange object 
moving through the sky. It circles them, and then disap¬ 
pears. A few minutes later, a blue light appears behind 
them, and they’re delighted because they assume it’s a 
state trooper 

It's not. Their car begins to rock and sway. At first 
they don't appear to be moving, but the speedometer reads 
85 miles an hour. A long, white road appears in front of 
them, a road that doesn’t exist anywhere any of them ever 
has been. 

Suddenly, it all stops, and they’re in a town about IVz 
miles away. But, they find out, it’s an hour-and-a-half later 
than they thought it was. 

The next day, strange physical symptoms occur: 
heavy menstrual flow, sore joints and muscles; one woman 
has a strange circular spot on her chest. They have no 
recollection of what could have happened to them. 

“They were hypnotized, separately,” Pratt said. “The 
stories they told were identical. Each told of being carried 
aboard a ship, and of things being done to them. They 
described these shadowy beings examining them, probing 
them, twisting their arms and legs. One woman described 


how one of the beings pressed a circular object down on 
her chest — and that was where this unusual mark was. 

“It was a tearful, painful thing for them to relive the 
experience. The pillows were soaked with tears. There 
was no doubt they believed the stories they told under 
hypnosis.” 

✓ 

On Sept. 18, 1976, the Iranian air force picked up an 
unidentified blip on radar and scrambled an American- 
made Phantom jet to intercept it. Eventually, another 
Phantom joined in the chase when the first plane ran low 
on fuel. 

The planes found that when they got within about 25 
miles of the object, a cylindrical craft, their navigation 
and communications systems went out simultaneously. 
They tried to fire missiles, and found that the weapons 
system was out, too. 

“One flew close enough to the craft to see the cock¬ 
pit.” Pratt said, “and the pilot’s report said the mother 
ship released a smaller ball that chased him all over the 
sky. 

"A message about this encounter was sent to the 
Pentagon and somebody leaked it. Eventually we found 
out the report was sent to the White House, the Defense 
Department, the Joint Chiefs of Staff — all over Washing¬ 
ton. This is at a time when the government’s official 
position is that UFOs offer no threat to national security. 
They said it was passed around only because it was an 
intelligence report, and the reaction to it officially was 
that it wasn’t a very credible story. 

"But an experienced UFO investigator analyzed the 
Iranian pilots’ reports and said this was a ‘classic UFO 
case.’ ” 

—■ Tom Duffy 


No distress calls ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT, Little Rock, AR - Nov. 6, 1 

Officials doubt jet crash 


981 


A jet reportedly ablaze near 
Hamburg on Thursday probably 
was just on low-flying military 
maneuvers, authorities said. 

An Arkansas State Police 
trooper and sheriffs deputies 
from Drew and Ashley counties 
searched for two hours but found 
no wreckage and no trace of 
smoke. Officer Genie Kcrsten of 
Ashlev County said. 

"With the crash of a machine 
that large, there would at least be 
smoke." said Jim Butler, an in¬ 
spector in the Federal Aviation 
Administration’s Little Hock off¬ 
ice. 

Butler's office, the FA As air 
traffic control center in Memphis 
and the Little Hock Air Force 
Base in Jacksonville reported no 


distress calls or missing aircraft. 

The FAA and the state Office of 
Emergency Services in Conway 
decided to call off the search 
since no evidence supported the 
original sighting, Butler said. 

A jet fighter using its after¬ 
burner might resemble a crashing 
plane, said David Morrow, assist¬ 
ant chief at the Memphis center, 
which controls much of Arkansas' 
airspace. 

The afterburner gives them a 
sudden burst of speed for quick 
maneuvers," he explained. "When 
they kick in the afterburner, it 
sets out a ball of fire. Kind of like 
a blowtorch, only multiplied a 
million times." 

The report came shortly after 


noon from a woman who had 
talked to a truck driver over her 
citizens’ band radio, Ms. Kersten 
said. 

‘‘He reported a jet ablaze and 
tumbling, two miles south of 
Fountain Hill and headed east," 
she said. Fountain Hill lies nine 
miles east of Hamburg in Ashley 
County. 

About a year ago, deputies took 
several complaints about low-fly¬ 
ing jets, she said. The FAA got 
similar calls and attributed the 
maneuvers to the U.S. Navy. But¬ 
ler said. 

This time, a spokeswoman for 
the Drew County sheriffs office 
said she had heard the jet was 
from a base in Mississippi. 


£ The bright light that flashed through 
*- the sky might have been a shooting star, a 
. comet — it’s too early for Haley's — or 
9 maybe, the gods were playing kickball 
a Wednesday night. 

I Whatever it was, local police, the 
„ Gazette, the National Weather Service 
5 and the Shreveport Air Control Tower 
„ received several calls at about 6 p.m. 
from people wondering what the brilliant 
light was. None of the officials would 
venture a guess 

A spokesman for the National Weather 
_ Service in Shreveport said he had 
t_ ‘ received calls from as far away as Long- 
- view, Texas, about the light, which was 
p said to have been moving at a very high 
fc speed and left a trail similar to a jet's 
isj afterburner. 

C3 The light also appeared to be very low. 
but the spokesman said it actually must 
have been high in the sky to have been 
seen over the radius callers reported 
from. 

The light was said to have been moving 
from east to west. A pilot at the Shre¬ 
veport Municipal Airport estimated that 
the light was traveling at Mach 2, which 
is twice the speed of sound. 

One caller said the object had a green 
light on it; one theorist at the Shreveport 
Airport thought it was a helicopter. 

Similar reports were called in this week 
to law enforcement officials in the Little 
Rock area. Astronomers said then that 
the Earth was under a meteor shower, 
but National Weather Service officials 
said Wednesday night that, although they 
were calling the object a meteor, they 
were unaware of any meteor shower. 

The spokesman at the Shreveport Air 
Control Tower said he was not usually 
informed of meteors by the National 
Atmospheric and Space Administration, 
unless it would affect his radio transmis¬ 
sions. 


Cigar-shaped craft seen over LA. 


A large, low-flying cigar-shaped 
object with white lights shining from a 
row of "windows” and bearing green- 
blue and white "running lights” was 
reported to the APKO Bulletin. The 
object was sighted by a West Los Ange¬ 
les resident on the night of April 19, 
19HI at about 11:30 p m. 

Barry Y Faff reported that he was 
driving home from a visit with a friend 
in the city of Palms when he noticed 
something unusual in the sky as he 
crossed under the Santa Monica Free¬ 
way bridge lie was just coming up the 
grade from the underpass, parallel to a 
shopping center parking lot, when he 
noticed the object moving slowly no 
higher than 500-600 feet off the ground 
over the northeast corner of the park¬ 
ing lot at a compass heading of 40 
degrees 

After ruling out the object as a heli¬ 
copter, blimp, or other conventional 
aircraft, Tafl pulled his car over and 
stopped toobserve the strange sight. 
The object, which seemed about 2,500 
feet from where he was standing, gave 
off no noise. 

Ihff wrote. "What made me so sure 1 
was not observing any type of conven¬ 
tional aircraft was its basic structural 
design — that of a flattened, elongated 
cigar, with no tail section or wings of 
any kind It is hard to imagine an air¬ 
craft staying aloft without any type of 
horizontal or vertical stabilizer.” 

lie.said that what appeared to be 
“running lights” were positioned along 
the top and bottom of the craft which 
alternated green blue and white. 

There were also what looked like win¬ 
dows spaced regularly along the 
object’s length which gave off an 
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Drawing of the craft sighted by Barry E Tail over Los Angeles on the night of April 19.1981. The cigar-shaped Object made no sound 
as it moved slowly over a West Los Angeles parking lot. 

intense white light. 

Tbff wrote."Theobject itself 
appeared to be quite solid and its sur¬ 
face had a charcoal grey color and 
looked opaque." 1 le said the object was 
slightly tilted toward the ground and 
was moving very slowly. 

The object. Taff wrote, seemed to 
come out of the northeast, tilt towards 
the ground, and then turn away from 
his position to a point where he could 
not see the lights or windows. Then it 
appeared to begin moving back in a 
northeasterly direction until he lost 
sight of it. 

The entire sighting lasted less than 
a minute and Tail'did not pursue l he 
object because he could not drive and 
look at the same time. Taff estimated 
the ob ject's size at about 65 feet in 
length and about 15 feet high. 


8 
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Area man tracks U FO reports with writer 


By JOHN SHERWOOD 
Staff Writer 

Traipsing around the world — 
even eyeballing the Devil’s Grave¬ 
yard — in search of unidentified 
flying objects is the kind of thing 
Charles L. Tucker loves. 

He took it in stride two months 
ago when he headed to Brazil to 
chase the elusive phenomenon, 
along with "The World of UFOs" 
columnist Bob Pratt. 

Tucker, of Tekonsha, is a Cold- 
water native who has been probing 
UFO reports for almost 20 years. 
He is director of the International 
UFO Investigative Bureau, based 
in Nappanee, Ind., home of Tuck¬ 
er’s firm, Superior Industries Inc. 

Tucker also maintains business 
interests in Sturgis, but industry 
isn’t his sole concern. His fascina¬ 
tion is with UFOs. 

That interest, he said, has led 
him to maintain contacts with 
many UFO experts as well as the 
78 bases of the IUFOIB around the 
globe. 

He has been a state director for 
the respected Mutual UFO Net¬ 


work, is frequently quoted regard¬ 
ing UFOs reported by the tabloid 
press and lists trips fo Europe, 
South America and the Middle 
East in a quest for UFO informa¬ 
tion. 

Tucker and Pratt — a Lake 
Worth, Fla., writer — met at a 
UFO conference in 1977 and 
remained in touch. According to 
Pratt, whenever his UFO In¬ 
vestigations called for a field trip, 
Tucker often would pay his own 
way and accompany him. 

In July, Pratt chose to probe 
UFO reports In Brazil, and Tucker 
Joined him again. The trip began in 
August, Tucker said, and took 
them 400 miles along the Amazon 
river from Belem to Santarem, and 
Into a region in the river Tapajos 
which the natives call the Devil’s 
Graveyard. 

For much of their weeklong 
stay In Brazil, the pair were ac¬ 
companied by their airplane pilot 
and Maj. Uryange Hollands, a Bra¬ 
zilian UFO investigator whom 
Tucker said was in charge of prob¬ 
ing UFO reports for the Brazilian 


government but whom Pratt iden¬ 
tified as heading a local air-com¬ 
mand investigation. 

Tucker said Hollands “cannot 
state the position of the Brazilian 
government (toward UFOs) but he 
has turned over documents, includ¬ 
ing more than 300 pictures and 
many documents supporting this 
phenomenon. And he himself has 
seen UFOs — and his eyes were 
even burned one time by a craft. 

“We went down to investigate a 
number of UFO cases that have, 
for a period of a number of dec¬ 
ades, happened almost daily," 
Tucker said. 

"We were interested in what 
type of activities were taking 
place, in what type of UFOs were 
most common and in interviewing 
the people who had direct contact 
with the various events. 

“We interviewed doctors, law¬ 
yers, teachers, village chiefs, fish¬ 
ermen and people of that caliber. 
We verified approximately 12 
types of UFOs that are being seen 
continually in that area.” 

Pratt or Tucker did not see any 


UFOs while in Brazil. “We weren’t 
looking for ourselves. It was so 
short a time.” 

“What we found was that al¬ 
most everyone in the area has ex¬ 
perienced and seen UFOs," Tucker 
said. 

"UFOs have been accepted 
there for decades, because many 
people have been seriously affect¬ 
ed. The fishermen, for example: 
UFOs come over the area and light 
up the whole area with a bluish- 
white light. They (fishermen) are 
very fearful. Many of them will no 
longer go out at night. 

"One teacher observed UFOs 
underneath the (river) water, with 
flickering lights,” Tucker said. “A 
disc-shaped UFO rose out, drip¬ 
ping water, and zoomed off. The 
water goes about 200 feet deep 
there. 

“He (Hollanda) and I feel there 
is a great possibility this particular 
area could be an underwater base 
(for UFOs). We are not saying it is, 
but I feel the United Nations should 
put together a scientific group and 
go into this area — with the permis¬ 


sion of the Brazilian government, 
of course — and investigate for 
themselves ... of course, if they al¬ 
ready do not know these facts.” 

Tucker speculated whether 
UFOs have an extraterrestrial 
origin, or whether they originate in 
another dimension, or come from 
beneath the sea 

Pratt's own views are a bit 
more restrained. 

“I don’t believe in underwater 
civilizations and things of that na¬ 
ture,” Pratt said. “While Tucker 
was with me, people told us they 
saw UFOs coming into and out of 
the water; that doesn't necessarily 
mean there’s an underwater civili¬ 
zation. It’s possible some UFOs are 
based under water, perhaps tem¬ 
porarily. 

“I don't have any very far-out 
ideas about this phenomenon. You 
really don’t have any way of know¬ 
ing one way or the other,” Pratt 
said. “1 try to take a very objective 
attitude toward it. I think it’s a 
waste of time to speculate, or to 
claim that UFOs are doing one 
thing or another.” 
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'UFO' sightings perplex police, weather officials 


By GENE BROWNING 
Telegraph Staff Writer 

Flying saucers with strange lights 
were something found only in science 
fiction to a number of area residents 
until early Monday morning when a 
lighted object materialized over 
North Platte’s eastern horizon. 

“I have difficulty explaining it in 
my own mind,” said Robert New- 
land, National Weather Service radar 
specialist at North Platte, who sighted 
the object on radar at Lee Bird Field. 

The saucer-shaped object with ro¬ 
tating red, green and white lights ap¬ 
peared on- North Platte’s eastern 
horizon about 2:10 a m., according to 
North Platte Police reports and re¬ 
ports from five North Platte resi¬ 
dents. Tom Knobel, a Union Pacific 
Railroad employee who was working 
in the west general tower at Bailey 
Yard, called police after he spotted 
the object and had watched it through 


binoculars. 

“There were a lot of colors and it 
looked round,” he said. After police 
received Knobel’s call, Sgt. Mike 
Swain and patrolman James Agler 
went to the railroad yard to see for 
themselves. 

They observed the object and two 

other objects. The other two were far¬ 
ther away and less distinct but were in 
the same general area of the sky. 

Meanwhile, at the Lee Bird Field, 
Newland had received a call about the 
object and had sighted it on radar. He 
als* used a low-power scope to ob¬ 
serve the object. 

He said three lights appeared to be 
rotating on a mobile platform on the 
object. As the lights rotated, he was 
able to see the object was saucer¬ 
shaped and was hovering near the ho¬ 
rizon. 

"It was rather low," he said. 


“About 6W degrees above the hori¬ 
zon. It definitely was too low to be a 
satellite. And most of those move 
pretty fast.” 

One of the oddest aspects of the 
object was that it did not drift with the 
strong winds that were blowing at 
high altitudes Monday morning, ac¬ 
cording to Newland. 

“It violates all laws of manmade 
objects,” Re said. ’’It was quite in¬ 
teresting that it was able to stay in one 
spot that close to the ground and for 
that duration.” 

Swain saM he had no idea what It 
was but the fact that it was sighted on 
radar limited what it could be. 

“The only thing we are certain of is 
that it wasn't a star and it wasn’t any 
type of atmospheric condition,” he 
said. “It’s got everybody baffled.” 

Newland said the object did move 
occasionally but appeared to be ho¬ 


vering and shifting with the rotation 
of the Earth. 

After the two policemen visited 
Bailey Yard, they proceeded to the 
airport. There, Newland could only 
pick up one of the objects on radar but 
was able to watch the one object peri¬ 
odically. His first sighting was at 
about 2:10 a.m. 

When Newland went to ctjpck on jt 
at 3:05 a.m., the object had disap¬ 
peared, he said. However, Knobel 
said he watched the object until it was 
obscured by the tower’s eaves about 6 
a.m. No qne reported seeing the 
object actually disappear or go away, 
according to Swain. 

Swain said that besides the sight¬ 
ings in North Platte, law enforcement 
officials in Lexington and Brady ob¬ 
served unidentified flying objects 
Monday morning. 

After sighting the object, Newland 


called the Federal Aviation Adminis¬ 
tration’s center in Denver, where offi¬ 
cials told him that no air traffic should 
have been in the area. 

Newland and police then contacted 
a UFO research center in Seattle. 
Newland said he expected someone 
from the center eventually to investi¬ 
gate the sightings. 

Sightings of unidentified lights and 
objects recently have been common in 
the area. The most recent sighting 
before Monday morning was on Sept. 
24 hear Lexington. Two Lexington 
police officers watched a bright white 
light with rapid movement. 

Police had received several calls 
from persons who thought they had 
seen UFOs but that none of the sight¬ 
ings had been confirmed at 10 p.m. 
Monday. 
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UFOs Flying Hillsboro^s Friendly Skies 


By BILL SANDERSON 
Monitor Staff Writer 

HILLSBORO Some strange things 
have been seen in the night skies over 
Hillsboro They're said to be glowing 
orange, football-shaped, silent and fast. 

It would be easy to dismiss the sight¬ 
ings as pranksterism. The trouble is, 
quite a few people insist they have seen 
something in the sky. 

One state official believes there is 
something out there One local police 
chief has seen some of the objects him¬ 
self. And one freelance photographer 
has spent a lot of time during the past 
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It would be easy to dismiss the sight¬ 
ings as pranksterism. The trouble is, 
quite a few people insist they have seen 
something in the sky. 

One state official believes there is 
something out there One local police 
chief has seen some of the objects him¬ 
self And one freelance photographer 
has spent a lot of time during the past 
few years documenting local residents’ 
claims about UFO sightings. 

Bol) Giglio spends most of his time as 
a photographer for the Messenger, the 
local weekly newspaper But for the past 
seven years he has been preoccupied 
with researching the sightings. He has, 
in short, become a UFO fanatic 

Giglio keeps in his home a briefcase 
stuffed with newspaper clippings, photo¬ 
graphs, diagrams, photocopied material 
and other items w hich he says show that 
something truly strange Is going on in 
the Hillsboro area. 

He said he has taped 375 Interviews 
with people talking about what they 
have seen at night People’s stories are 
consistent, he said; they talk of a 
glowing, football- or egg-shaped noise¬ 
less object. 

Giglio said he has seen the object him¬ 
self He has photographed it, and he has 
made a diagram of what he thinks it 
lookslike and how it works 

Of course, many people don’t believe 
that Giglio has seen anything. Police 
chiefs in Hillsboro and Henniker said 
they have received few reports of sight¬ 
ings in their towns But Willard Camp- 
bell, Deerlng’s parttime police chief, is 
one of the people who says he has seen 
somethinglnthesky. 

On a cold January morning in 1977, 

Campbell 

said, lie responded to a call from a woman rent¬ 
ing an apartment in a bam at the Ox Bow camp¬ 
ground 

Campbell looked out the window across Route 
149, to a gravel pit on the other side of the road 
about a mile away. In the background was a 
fairly large hill, Campbell said. 

“Sure enough, there were two sets of lights 
over there,” he said. "There were three lights in 
each one. 

“We could detect the shape It looked as if you 


took two dinner plates, and you put them rim to 
rim (one atop the other) We stood there 
watching them Then one of them moved hori¬ 
zontally to the left and went out of sight behind 
the tree line 

‘‘I went down, and I drove over near the 
gravel pit. I tried to walk in, but the snow was 
about waist-deep, and it was 19 below zero that 
morning. I gave up on that venture, and the 
other set of lights had been gone before then " 

Checking maps later in the day, Campbell, 
whose full-time job is as an engineer with the 
state highway department, figured that the ob¬ 
jects were floating near a series of power lines 
in the area. 

“There was something there," Campbell said. 
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about waist-deep, and it was 19 below zero that 
morning. I gave up on that venture, and the 
other set of lights had been gone before then " 

Checking maps later in the day, Campbell, 
whose full-time job is as an engineer with the 
state highway department, figured that the ob¬ 
jects were floating near a series of power lines 
in the area 

“There was something there," Campbell said. 
"If it was a helicopter or something, I would 
have heard it. There was no noise at ail.” 

Campbell's story Is similar to the accounts 
given by the other people Giglio has inter¬ 
viewed. It’s a story to which at least one civil de¬ 
fense official in the state gives some credence. 

“I personally think that all the evidence leads 
to something going on," said Norman Hobbs, 
state communications officer for the civil de¬ 
fense office “However, to speculate about what 
is going on would be tooprematurc." 

Some of Giglio’s information has been passed 
on to "federal agencies," Hobbs said, but he de¬ 
clined to give specifics. 

“I don't think it’s mass hysteria because it 
runs across a cross-section of the community," 
Hobbs said. “Store owners, policemen and 
townsfolk have reported and discussed with Gig¬ 
lio sightings they have had ” 

The reports have been the subject of a number 
of newspaper and magazine articles. McCall’s 
magazine ran a story’ on the sightings in its Feb¬ 
ruary issue. Evening Magazine , a Boston tele¬ 
vision program, did a segment on the reports. A 
film crew from a Chicago group called the Inter¬ 
national Science Network was filming in Hillsbo¬ 
ro this week. 

Giglio is particular about which reporters he 
will talk to He shies away from writers for tab¬ 
loids like the National Enquirer An article that 
appeared in the Star did not mention Giglio’s 
name because, he said, he didn’t trust them. 

Other articles on the strange sightings have 
appeared in the Hartford Courant, The Boston 
Globe and The Union Leader. Giglio is now ne¬ 
gotiating for a story with another network tele¬ 
vision program, That's Incredible. 

in July 1977, several months after Campbell’s 
sighting, Giglio and his daughter saw a UFO, he 
said He reported the sighting to the Henniker 
police. 

His daughter had just returned from a party. 
She told her father what she had seen, and the 
two took off at about 1:30 in the morning. They 
headed out Route 202 towards Henniker, where 
the object had been spotted. 

Henniker police chief Thomas Hassler con¬ 


firmed that Giglio reported the incident, but he 
said Giglio offered few details. “He said it 
scared the hell out of him,” Hassler said 

The pictures Giglio shot that night show a 
small spot of light high up on Craney Hill. He 
later hired an airplane and sent his wife to get 
daytime pictures of the area where the UFO 
was. (“I hate flying,” he said.) 

The pictures show an old logging road on 
which the leaves nearby are slightly discolored 
Giglio said that the discoloration was caused by 
microwave radiation coming from the UFO, but 
others aren’t so sure. 

“They showed me two pictures, and there was 
no problem identifying them,” said Clarence 
Fitch, who manned the state fire tower on Cra- 

was (“I hate flying," he said.) 

The pictures show an old logging road on 
which the leaves nearby are slightly discolored. 
Giglio said that the discoloration was caused by 
microwave radiation coming from the UFO, but 
others aren'tso sure. 

“They showed me two pictures, and there was 
no problem identifying them,” said Clarence 
Fitch, who manned the state fire tower on Cra¬ 
ney Hill before it closed last summer 

The light on the mountain came from electric 
light at a dome-shaped house up there, Fitch 
said. The owner sometimes left the light on in 
case someone who wanted to camp in the area, 
he said. 

The picture of the leaves near the logging road 
could also be easily explained, Fitch said. 

"To me, that was just dust drifting back from 
the road," he said. “During the summer, the 
dirt drifts back into the trees, so they would ap¬ 
pear brown if the picture was taken from above 

"Besides," Fitch said, “if somebody was 
smart enough to fly down from outer space, they 
wouldn't be stupid enough to land on the bushes 
They 'd land in the fields " 

Maybe so, but Giglio seems certain that outer 
space is where the strange objects come from 
“People are certainly not looking at anything of 
thcU.S. government," he said. “Not only are we 
being visited by extra-terrestrials, but they are 
herein the Hillsboro area " 

He has drawn a diagram of the type of ship he 
says the extra-terrestrials have been using. He 
said the ships are 60 feet in diameter, and they 
somehow draw energy from high-tension wires 
in the area. They also emit microwave radia¬ 
tion, he said. 

Another picture Giglio shot, which appeared 
on the front page of the Messenger last Decem¬ 
ber, showed a large white glowing object. Giglio 
said It's the same kind of object he saw with his 
daughter in 1977, but the only thing distinct 
about the object in the photograph is that it 
glows. One newspaper reproduction of the white 
object shows a black spot in the lower right-hand 
corner. 

With or without Giglio's theories, there are 
still people In the Hillsboro area who claim to 
have seen something in the sky. Hillsboro police 
chief Richard Robbins said he can’t prove or dis¬ 
prove any of the claims. 

"I’m sure that different people who are claim¬ 
ing they saw diffemt things are convinced that 
they saw these things, ” Robbins said. “I haven't 
seen anything myself. Until then. I’m Just going 
to have to listen to others.” 



UFO Freedom 
of Information 
Week declared 


By Hal McKenzie 

NlUAWCMOSTAff 

I,ast week was declared "National 
UFO Freedom of Information Week" by 
two Washington D C. area organizations 
seeking to lift the lid of government 
secrecy from UFOs. 

The week was highlighted by a press 
conferenceTbcsday led by Bronx lawyer 
Peter Gcrsten and the appeal Wednesday 
of a Freedom of Information Act lawsuit 
against the supcrsccrct National Secu¬ 
rity Agency (NSA) which is withholding 
at least 135 UFO related documents from 
the public. 

At the press conference, Gcrsten dis¬ 
cussed the NSA lawsuit and announced a 
new suit against the Air Force for the 
release of 20 to 30 documents concerning 
the 1975 ?6 UFO sightings over sensitive 
military bases across the United States. 

In the suit against the NSA, brought 
by Citizens Against UFO Secrecy, the 
District Court ruled that the agency was 
justified in withholding the documents 
because of the sensitive nature of the 
materials and the obvious effect on 
national security their release would 
entail. CAUS appealed the decision and 
oral arguments were heard Wednesday. 

Gcrsten said, although winning the 
appeal was unlikely," we’re keeping our 
fingers crosscd'and that at the very 
least, "many people were there who 
heard our arguments "The difficulty in j 
the appeal. Gcrsten said, is that the court 
would have to’’sct a new precedent" in 
having the sensitive documents returned 
to another court for review. 

Most of the documents, about 131 out 
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ulated that the data in those documents 
related to information only the CIA had 
the technical means to evaluate 

CAUS said it planson filing suit 
against the Air Force early in November 
for the release of documents "relating to 
1) unknown tracks. 2) ‘Now you see it, No 
you don'tand 3) the 1975 invasion of 
unknown objects over Strategic Air Com¬ 
mand (SAC) installations." 

Air Force a cover-up suspect 

The Air Force has long been accused 
by UFO researchers of covering up 
extensive evidence of UFOs, including 
crashed flying saucers and bodies of 
their occupants, at air bases such as the 
Wright-Patterson AFB in Dayton. Ohio, 
home of the famous "Pro ject Blue Book" 
investigation. Gcrsten said, however, that 
the CAUS suit was not aimed at the per 
sistent stories of "crashed discs" or 
autopsies of alien bodies in the posses¬ 
sion of the Air Force. 

"Whenever such requests have been 
made, the Air Force always responded 
that a search of the files was made and no 
information was found." Gcrsten said 

Gcrsten, a New York attorney associ¬ 
ated with the law firm of Rothblatt. Roth- 
blatt and Seijas in the Bronx, won the 
release of over 900 pages of UFO doc¬ 
ument's as counsel for Ground Saucer 
Watch in a suit against the CIA. He has 
written twoarticlcs,"What the U S. Gov¬ 
ernment Really Knows About Unifcn- 
tified Flying Objects." published in 
Frontiers of Science, and "What the US. 
Government Would Know About UFOs If 
They Read Their Own Documents." (sec 
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Lawyer Peter Gesten. legal advisor for Citizens Against UFO Secrecy (CAUS). in his office 
in Ihe Bronx, holds a copy of the proceedings of the 1981 MUFON symposium in which he 
wrote a paper about what the government knows about UFOs but isn't revealing to tne 
public. Excerpts of the paper appear below. 
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Mutilation Mystery Engrosses Ex-Skeptic 


By JANE SEAGRAVE 

DULCE (AP) — Five years ago, Gabe Valdez didn't be¬ 
lieve in aliens from outer space. That was before the 
steely-eyed state policeman witnessed his first cattle muti¬ 
lation. 

Now, Valdez says he just can't rule out the existence of 
extraterrestrial beings. 

More likely, he says, a top-secret medical research pro¬ 
ject is responsible for the mysterious deaths of more than 
90 head of livestock in New Mexico since 1975. 

And despite skepticism from his peers, gentle chiding 
from his friends and an official report discounting his theo¬ 
ries, Valdez refuses to be dissuaded. 

"It doesn't bother me, I think they're ignorant," he says 
of his detractors. "It just makes me work harder to prove 
these people wrong " 

More than a year after a former FBI agent concluded in a 
297-page report that the "mutilated" cows were victims of 
natural predators, Valdez has vowed to get to the bottom of 
what he believes may be a massive conspiracy engineered 
by the federal government 

“There are some things I can't talk about now because 
they're under investigation," Valdez said in a recent inter¬ 
view at his home in this small community on the Jicarilla 
Apache reservation. "But one of these days it will break." 

The 38-year-old career officer is not the kind of man one 
would easily scoff at. 

Small but squarely built, he was named "officer of the 
year" by the State Police in 1977, largely for his part in the 
capture of a first-degree murder suspect. 

The only State Police officer on the reservation, Valdez is 
often called on to break up fights in bars or intervene in 
domestic quarrels. 

Valdez, raised the son of a Los Alamos janitor in the tiny 
northern New Mexico village of Cebolla, realized his 
lifelong dream when he joined the New Mexico State Police 
in 1969. The father of three young boys, he speaks with the 
earnest conviction of a man who is used to being listened 
to. 


He rarely drinks, lifts weights in his spare time and — 
until recently — "never even even thought about" the su¬ 
pernatural 

"He's a realist, I can vouch for that," said his wife, Mar¬ 
gie. 

Valdez became involved in the cattle mutilation issue in 
June 1976 when a neighboring rancher reported a dead cow 
with what appeared to be strange incisions in its soft tis¬ 
sues 

On investigation, Valdez said he found a tnpod-like in 
print near the animal's carcass, resembling tracks that 
might be left by a helicopter landing. 

Later, the officer received reports that an unusual 
orange light had been spotted by area residents around the 
time the cow died. 

Although Valdez said he did not see the light on his first 
investigation, he subsequently has seen it “a lot of times." 

“It goes slowly and then it goes quickly, It looks like an 
evening star, but it's orange,” he said. "1 bet at least 85 
percent of the people in Dulce have seen it." 

Ken Rommel, a former FBI agent, was commissioned in 
1979 to investigate the alleged mutilations. He concluded in 
a June 1980 report that the livestock deaths were due to 
natural causes and that the "mutilations" were the result of 
scavengers. 

To believe that the cows were deliberately mutilated, he 
said, “would require a wild imagination coupled with an 
ability to totally disregard the facts." 

Rommel also questioned Valdez' credibility, quoting an 
unnamed associate of the police officer as saying Valdez 
sometimes "sees things that are not there." 

For his part, Valdez said Rommel failed to investigate 
true mutilations. 

The report “looks very convincing because it came from 
an FBI agent,” Valdez said. "But everything he put in the 
report was speculation. 

“I really don't know of an animal that can handle a knife 
or break a leg or put a clamp on a leg. You actually have to 
be a big fool to say that it's predators." 


Since 1976, Valdez' name has been linked to the issue of 
cattle mutilations and he frequently is the first person 
called to the scene to investigate dead livestock. 

Anticipating that his findings will be viewed with skepti¬ 
cism, he now "always tries to take along credible people to 
the scene of these mutilations." 

The mutilations follow a general pattern, he said. In most 
cases, the animal's rectum, sexual organs and tongue have 
been carefully cut out. 

The incidents usually follow reports of the strange or¬ 
ange light and of helicopter noises. Valdez is convinced 
that aircraft are involved. 

But concrete evidence has been elusive. Valdez said 
ranchers have tried repeatedly to no avail to catch a muti¬ 
lator in the act. 

"You can sit there for months and nothing will happen 
and you might leave for the night and they will hit you," he 
said. 

Valdez is becoming increasingly convinced that the inci¬ 
dents are carefully staged to appear supernatural, but he 
won't say for sure. 

"I’m not going to commit myself and say it's not a human 
force, but there is at least some human involvement," he 
said. 

The explanation he favors is that the federal government 
is using cows in a top-secret, defense-related medical re 
search project. Orange lights and other devices are used to 
confuse observers into doubting what they see 
If Valdez has facts to back up his theory, he isn't making 
them public. 

But to the State Police officer, the explanation isn't the 
product of a wild imagination. 

"Who else is going to spend the money to hire an aircraft 
to kill a cow?" he asks. "Who has the damn money just to 
kill a cow and take its tongue. It's got to be the government 
It's got to be something big." 
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'Bigfoot' on Coast? 
Maybe, maybe not 


By RICHARD ADAMS 

SUN STAFF WHITER 

PICAYUNE — Official spokesmen at the 
National Space Technology Laboratories aren't 
talking about it. The Pearl River Sheriff’s 
Department is calling it a hoax. 

But people who saw several huge indentations 
resembling footprints at a gravel pit near the 
Honey Island Swamp last week are not so sure 
that the markings are the work of a prankster. 

The sire 27V*. triple-F impressions were 
spotted Friday by a truck driver who was 
collecting gTavel at a pit Just off Miss. 607 in 
Hancock County. The pit is about three or four 
miles north of the NSTL Picayune gate and about 
two miles from the Honey Island Swamp. 

Officials at NSTL were called to investigate the 
■‘Bigfoot" markings because It was believed that 
they were on government property, but 
spokesperson Elva Smith said that she had no 
information because the imprints were found on 
private land in the buffer zone surrounding the 
test site. 

She referred all questions to the sheriff's 
department. 

According to the official description of the 
prints from Pearl River Sheriff's Deputy Sam 
Bodie. the four-toed marks are 22 inches long. 

5V*r to 6 inches wide with one-inch long toes. There 
is an Indication of a narrow area where an arch 
would usually be, Bodie said, but he said that the 
prints were not at all like human footprints. 

(A shoe to fit that foot, said Tony Palazzo, 
owner of Palazzo Shoe Repair in Gulfport, would 
be a size 27V* triple-F. Palazzo said that the 
largest foot he has ever seen belonged to a 7- 
foot-1, 216-pound serviceman from Tennessee 
who wore a size 25 FFF.) 

Bodie said that about 10-12 of the indentations 


from another unnamed individual that the pair 
made the feet. 

“I don’t put too much faith in this bigfoot stuff. 

We haven't seen a bigfoot and we won’t believe 
it until we see it," Bodie said. 

Asked how positive he is that the incident is 
a hoax. Bodie said that his evidence is about "as 
solid as the footprints," which he described as 
being V4 to Winches deep. 

Deputies Bodie and Fred Rester took pictures 
and made imprints of the indentations. 

However, others who work at the test site are 
less than convinced that the whole thing is a 
hoax. One person, who requested anonymity, 
said that he believes the markings were made 
by someone or something that came from woods 
behind the gravel pit, made a sweep around 
weigh scales near the pit and returned to the 
wooded swamp. 

When asked if he thought it was a hoax, the 
observer chuckled and said, "I really think it 
could be a hoax, but I don't know how to prove 
or disprove it." 

The markings "have an orderly left-right left- 
right relationship to each other. With all the 
stories I have heard about the Honey Island 
Swamp I wouldn’t want to discount it, but then 
again I wouldn't want to see it on a dark night," 
he said. 

"If this is not a hoax, it took someone fairly 
heavy-set to make the imprints. There was one 
man who weighed about 250 pounds out there and 
he did not go as deep as the imprints," he said. 

"Our minds Just cannot buy something being 
that big taking that large a stride, about 4 to 0 
feet between heel-to-heel," he added. 

Another person on the scene Friday alao re¬ 
mains puzzled. 

"It didn’t look like a hoax to me, but it 1 a 


were found in the area. 

He said the department is handling the 


interesting that it occurred right after Hallow¬ 
een." said the man, who requested anonymity. 


Artist's conception of print (top); Star notes print's location 


indentations as a hoax because he has 
information that the "feet" used in making the 
marks were manufactured by two employees at 
a business in the area. 

Bodie said Tuesday that he had not talked with 


"I looked at [the tracks] and said ‘Ye Gods.’ 
They looked like bear tracks, but were bigger and 
there was no indication of front paws, from what 
I could teli," he said. 


17 


the two suspected pranksters, whom he declined "The Indentations were in good left-right laft- 


to identify, but said that he received information right order," he added. 




By James Robinson 

MW\WO<«DvrAM- 

The world is full of strange things — 
st ranger than anyone imagines or can 
imagine. 

Last weekend the University of 
Maryland hosted a festival to reveal some 
of these strange events, phenomena and 
creatures that have boggled men's minds 
and defied science On Octber 17 and IK 
the International Fortean Organization 
(INFO) sponsored the ninth annual Fort 
fest entitled “Strange Phenomena *8l"at 
the university's student union. 

Robert Anton Wilson, the guest of 
honor, spoke on both days, covering the 
topics of disintormation and the pros¬ 
pects for Utopia The other speakers* top¬ 
ics ranged from the pitfalls of being a 
student of Forteana to tracing England's 
mystical past through the architecture of 
John Woods the Elder. 

Raymond Manners, himself a veteran 
investigator of unusual events, emceed 
the program put together by the "febrile 
tmagination"of INFO's Phylis Benjamin. 
The Fort fest — na med in honor of 
Charles Fort, the founder of 
anomaloloxy. the study of unusual and 
inexplicable events — included an "odd- 
itorium'' full of unusual handicrafts, 
foods, musical instruments, books, 
devices, sculpture, stones and miscel- 
lania. as well as a Reincarnation Ball, in 
which the participants wore costumes 
depicting who they thought they were in 
past lives. 

There were also seminars on UFOs, 
monster hunting and Atlantis. 

The virtue of scepticism 

Jerry Clark, the first speaker, set the 
tone by warning the audience that 
"Indeed, all things are possible in a sep¬ 
arate reality." but that "all things arealso 
possible in Cloud Coo-Coo Land.” 

Shooting from the hip. he described 
some Forteans as having "the will to 
believe without the will to disbelieve." 
Saying that scepticism is a virtue when 
studying the unexplained, he then gave 5 
rules that define the Fortean sceptic (see 
box). 

He then reminded the audience that 
meteorites were once "Fortean" phenom¬ 
ena 

Ixjren Coleman spoke about 
cryptozoology — the study of hidden ani¬ 
mals — in particular the teleportation of 
animals, lie reported cases of Nile mon¬ 
itor lizards in Florida; kangaroos in Utah. 
Oklahoma, and Chicago; alligators in 
Indiana. Colorado, and California; and 
sinister phantom clowns with an affinity 
for children, as well as the well known but 
still mysterious cattle mutilations. 

Describing the abominable snowman 
or bigfoot as the classic hidden animal. 
Coleman explained that some of the 
sightings could actually be of any large 
animal found in the Himalayas "such as a 
species of large monkey." I le then went 
on to associate the werewolves seen in 
Pennsylvania and Ohio with UFOs 
sighted there and mentioned a peg- 
legged bigfoot from Georgia. 

Clowns who steal children 

Coleman said that clowns orginafly 
represented the Devil in mystery plays 
and briefly recounted the history of 
clowns starting with the Pied Piper, 
which he believes is a true story. The 
Piper, who wore brightly colored bunt¬ 
ing. led all the children of a town into a 
cave never to be seen again after the 
townspeople refused to pay him for rid¬ 
ding the town ofrats. 

Jumping to modren times Coleman 
pointed out that William Wayne Gacev. 
the mass murderer, often entertained 
children as a clown. 

Showing a map of the United States 
sprinkled with dots. Coleman explained 
rhat the dots represented cities that had 
reported people dressed as clowns or ani¬ 
mals who attempted to lure children into 
vans. All have eluded capture by police. 


NEWS WORLD, New York, NY - Oct. 24, 1981 

Stranger than 
strange things 
eyed at Fortfest 


Coleman then spoke about bloodless, 
mutilated cows found in New Hampshire. 

Veteran New York UFO researcher 
John Keel, in a rambling talk entitled "An 
Acerbic Address." spoke of an unusual 
phenomena that had not yet caught the 
public imagination as had UFOs, namely 
the mysterious desecretion of cemetary 
monuments. He said that the common 
phenomenon of finding rows of head¬ 
stones knocked down and lying in a row 
could not be^lamed. as it usually is. on 
teenage vandals because the gravestones 
are usually held in place by steel rods 
that would take heavy machinery to 
break 

He said that the frequency and wide 
geographical spread of these events, 
which often seem to come in "waves." 
classifies it as a genuine mystery, but no 
one has yet written a book on it. 

He also spoke on "ghost flyers"— for¬ 
mations of strange airplanes — that have 
been seen over Scandinavia in the 
roughest weather and then vanish, as 
well as phantom submarines and rockets 
that have been spotted zipping along two 
feet off the ground along beaches. 

During the question and answer ses¬ 
sion. Keel said he feels UFO research is a 
dead issue until UFOs actually land and 
formally make contact with earth. 

Teleported civilizations? 

Robert Stephanos spoke about a for¬ 
gotten catastroplust.Comyns Beaumont, 
whose books are available in the Library 
of Congress. Beaumont believed that 
what is now England was Atlantis before 
it was hit by a comet and sunk, and Old 
Jerusalem was actually in Edinburgh. 
Scotland. 

Stephanos' talk concentrated on the 
latter claim and was supplemented with 
geological survey maps as well as ancient 
maps and documents. 

Some of Beaumont's evidence 
includes geological similarities concern¬ 
ing Joppa, the port city of Jerusalem, the 
three hills that the Old Testament says 
thearea is built upon, and a lion-shaped 
outcropping of volcanic rock. 

Stephanos, casting caution to the 
winds, explained how archeologists 
couldn't find the hill Old Jerusalem was 
built on in the Middle East and that Jeru¬ 
salem's port city Jaffa is separated by 35 
miles of rough terrain, making it very 
difficult for fishwives to walk there, 
gather fish from the fishermen and then 
return to Jerusalem to sell it in the 
marketplace before noon. 

But. says Stephanos, in Scotland you 
find the three hills, with Edinburgh on 
the third hill, and a port city named Jaffa 
a couple of miles from it that has a short 
cut named Fishwive's Way. where the 
fishwives carried fish to the market 
place. 

The lion-shaped lava formation is sup¬ 
posedly the Lion of Judah crouching over 
Jerusalem Stephanos says that 
Zcehariah 14 4 5 describes what is today 
called Arthur's Seat which overlooks 
Edinburgh. 

During the question and answer 
period it was brought out that Egypt was 
once Wales. 

Urge monster protection law 

One of the speakers, Joseph Zarzyn- 
ski, urged the audience to help pass laws 
which would protect Champ (the lake 
Champlain Monster) from bounty hunt¬ 
ers and others seeking to harm it for 
financial gain. 

Convinced that Chump exists, based 
on eyewitness reports, photographs, and 
sonar soundings. Zarzynski has been 
studying reports of similar monsters 
from all over the world, including the 
Soviet Union. China. Korea. Scotland. 
Ireland, the United Slates and Canada. 

Citing VT Barnum who offered a 
$5,000 bounty for Champ and a modern- 
day scoffer who offered $500 for Champ's 
scalp. Zarzynski pleaded with people 
"not to have a closed mind in relation to 


things not proven" and said that "no 
bounty is needed " to bring back proof 
that Champ exists. 

Robert Anton Wilson, in a convoluted 
talk, spoke about disinformation and 
offered an unusual explanation for the 
weird things that have been occurring 
since 1947. 

Saying that intelligence agencies 
always had to be monitored by a higher 
agency in case the lower one had been 
infiltrated and that the redundant mon¬ 
itoring “would continue until everyone 
was spying on everyone else, or until the 
funding ran out." He also said that 
"spreading disinformation compounds 
the ignorance of the species" and "sep¬ 
arated people from reality". 

Occult origin of UFOs 

Wilson concluded his first appearance 
by speculating on the cause of the rash of 
UFO sightings and other strange events 
alter 1947 which ushered in the era of fly¬ 
ing saucers. He said Jack Parsons, of Jet 
Propulsion and Space laboratory fame 
and friend of Scientology founder L. Ron 
Hubbard and satanist Alistair Crowley, 
performed a magical ritual in the Mojave 
Desert, spoke with beings claiming to be 
angels, e.xt rater rest lals and or demons 
and then neglected to close the gateway. 

"If (C.G.)Jung is right and UFOs and 
the strange beings are archetypes from 
our collective unconscious all we can do 
is make friends with them." he said. 

The next speaker was Ron Wcstrum 
who spoke on the sociology of hidden 
events and how society evaluates unusual 
happenings. "Encountering unusual phe¬ 
nomena usually results in complete con¬ 
fusion," he said. 

Explaining that "expectation helps to 
create events" Wcstrum went on to say 
that many young people expect to see 
UFOs at some time during their lives. 

Speaking on the difficulty of doc¬ 
umenting all the strange things that hap¬ 
pen to people, Wcstrum said that "Unless 
you believe something exists you don't 
try to find out more about it." 

He told the story about the doctor who 
thought there might be a connection 
between the broken bones of children 
and blood blisters he kept finding under 
the scalp of his young patients. He finally 
found that parents had been physically 
abusing their children —something that 
was shocking and unbelievable in those 
times. 

He concluded his talk by saying. "We 
don't really know about hidden events." 

Defending catastrophe theorist 

The final speaker of theday.C.L. 
Ellcnburger, defended catastrophist 
Emmanuel Velikovsky from the likes of 
scientific scoffers such as Martin Gard¬ 
ner, Carl Sagan and Isaac Asimov, among 
others. 

Citing ancient records. Ellcnburger 
explained that Velikovsky was correct in 
asserting that the earth had flipped over 
twice in its existence. He said Egyptian 
priests of antiquity recorded the sun ris¬ 
ing m the west and setting in the cast two 
times, and variations in the vegitation on 
the British Isles proved that Velikovsky 
was right. 

According to Ellcnburger, when the 
weather lots England from the east a cer¬ 
tain type of vegetation develops and a dif¬ 
ferent type when the wind blows in 1 rom 
the west Studies show that there has 
been a reversal in the weather pattern. 

The Egyptian records and the reversed 
pattern could only result from the earth 
having I lipped over. The debate contin¬ 
ues. 

On Sunday the first speakers repre¬ 
sented Vestigia, a New Jersey-based 
scient 1 heal I v oriented para - 
psychological research group They dis¬ 
played equipment made and used by 
Vestigia members in tracking down 
si range phenomenon 

Art Steinherger spoke about the steps 
involved in tracking events, and pre¬ 
dicted that soon "Fortean researchers 


will be aided by scientists "Peter Jordan 
ol the parapsychology team ol Vestigia 
spoke on cattle mutilations, saying that 
about HO incidents took place on property 
belonging toa major military installa¬ 
tion. 

According to Jordan mostly young 
heifers were mutilated and some were 
found with ultraviolet material on their 
backs, high potassium and magnesium 
content in their bodies and their copper 
content had been depleted "perhaps by 
high doses of microwave radiation." 

Jordan indicated the mutilations may 
be the work of exYraterrestials. citing an 
article in the July, 1970 issue of Flying 
Saucer Review in which a woman wit¬ 
nessed a 43-inch extraterrestrial with a 
strange object in her sheep pen. The 
alien reportedly threw the object at her 
which returned like a boomerang before 
the being ran off. 

Jordan concluded by saying that Ves¬ 
tigia would keep "improving the quality 
of the data it collected." 

People bursting into flames 

Larry Arnold then spoke about spon¬ 
taneous human combust ion 
Acknowledging the phenomenon is still a 
mystery. Larry presented the facts he 
had collected including the limited 
destructiveness of the mysterious fires 
which consumed bodies but left sur¬ 
rounding objects untouched, the files on 
those who began to burst into flame but 
survived, and the fact that Great Britain 
had more cases of spontaneous combus¬ 
tion per capita than any other nation. 

"While a house will burn at 1500 
degrees fahrenheit and the body will 
burn to ashes at 3000 (in 12 hours), none 
were equal to the effects of SHC on the 
body." he said. 

"Most of the cases," he said, "took 
place on or near lines of force found on 
the earth, and the victim was usually 
under strong emotional distress." 

He also cited cases where the victim, 
noticing smoke or flames starting to 
come from their body would put out the 
flames and live to tell about it He said the 
burns resembled electrical or radiation 
burns and that people shouldn't worry 
because SI 1C is very rare; there have 
been only 300 cases in the last century. 

In his second appearance, Robert 
Anton Wilson spoke about the accelera¬ 
tion factor in human history. 

Affirming that worldwide wealth is 
increasing and life extension and the 
ability to increase intelligence were right 
around the corner. Wilson said 
that,"Utopia is no longera science fiction 
concept," and soon everyone "could have 
the living standard of a billionaire." 

Pointing toa study done by G Harry 
Stein, Wilson said,“Stein found that all 
the industrial processes could be done 
cheaper in outer space with a 10 to the 
100 th power increase in efficiency." 

Wilson also traced the path of 
progress through history, noting a steady 
westward motion which brought 
increasing prosperity at every step of the 
way. "The path," he says,"now leads to 
Japan.” 

The final speaker of the Fortfest was 
Alvin Holm who spoke on the connection 
between the ritual sites of the ancient 
Druids in England and the architecture 
of John Woods the elder. 

Holm said that Woods purposely built 
structures along leylincs f lines of psy¬ 
chic force criss-crossing the earth), “to 
connect England's mystical past with the 
present and. like the Druids, to connect 
heaven with earth.” 


Rules of Fortean scepticism 

Jerry Clark gave five rules for the Fortean sceptic: 

1 Don't assume that the experts are never wrong. They are human and 
make mistakes too. And experts out of their field are amateurs. 

2. Don't believe every story you hear. 

3 Don't get emotionally involved in provingordisprovingaca.se. Some 
people get emotionally involveJand begin to care more about saving face 
than facts. 

4 Don't hesitate to criticize a finding. There’s a difference between one 
who doubts and one who dentes. 

5 Don't knowingly perpetuate errors. The worst thing you could do is 
knowingly pass on errors. There arc genuine mysteries that may have quite 
ordinary solutions. 
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By the light of the silvery spook.. . 

Just another journey 
on Devil’s Promenade 


Kditor's Note: UPI staffer Paula Maynard 
recently visited the southwest corner of 
Missouri to join in some traditional autum¬ 
nal revelry — pursuit of the elusive Will’o- 
the-Wisp This is her report. 

By PAULA MAYNARD 

HORNET. Mo. (UPI) — Three hours 
south of Kansas City and some five bone- 
jarnng miles down a gravel road, my 
guide blinked through the dust and pointed 
to a spark on the horizon. 

The moonless sky was bright with stars. 
Our car lights silhouetted the tall tangled 
weeds, casting scary shadows along the 
roadside. 

“There it is,” she whispered as much 
with reverence as with excitement. When I 
blinked, the light — suddenly shy — wink¬ 
ed away. 

The Ozark spook light, a century-old 
wiU’o-the-wisp shared by Kansas, 
Missouri, Arkansas and Oklahoma, ap¬ 
peared to be nothing more than a mote of 
glitter at the end of a dusty country road. 

But through the years, multitudes have 
found the trip worthwhile and on this night 
more than a dozen vehicles jammed with 
spook seekers saw fit to join us. Cars and 
customized four-wheelers zipped along, 
their occupants tossing beer cans, revving 
engines and flashing lights — not my idea 
of an ideal atmosphere to lure a lonesome 
spook. 

I also was not particularly pleased that 
we had shattered what was left of our 
shock absorbers to spend an evening in the 
woods with people intent on smooching, 
raising dust and basically clowning 
around. And the silliness of straining in the 
dark at a tiny twinkle miles away while ig¬ 
noring the glittering canopy of stars 
overhead was starting to sink in. 

Had it been any night except Sunday, 1 
could have entertained myself with tour¬ 
ing Garland “Spooky” Middleton's Spook 
Light Museum — a one-room affair fur¬ 
nished with pool tables and nickel-powered 
pinball machines with broken flippers. 

The bow-tie bedecked Middleton has 
plastered the walls of his establishment 
with newsprint detailing various theories 
about the light, said Robert Hoenike of 
Muddy River Outdoor Adventure, a Kan¬ 
sas City shop which sponsors trips to the 
wilds to take in the light. 

Spook fanciers wanting to strike out on 
their own should proceed west from Joplin 
on 1-44 to the last free exit in Missouri, turn 
left toward a Nickerson Farms restaurant 
and then head south on the state line road 
about five miles to the museum. 

A coin in the museum’s juke box buys a 
recorded account of some of the spooky 
tales associated with the light, one of the 
most popular being that it belongs to a 
Civil War turncoat searching for his head. 

After a Union officer led his troops into 
an unsuccessful ambush, his men alleged¬ 
ly strapped him to a stump and blew his 
hat and head off with a cannon ball. But so 
feisty was the traitor that he wrested his 
headless torso loose, grabbed a lantern 
and ran off into the woods in search of his 
missing cranium. 

A story styled more for lovers than 
fighters is a Quapaw Indian legend. A 
brave and his maiden, despondent that 
they were not allowed to marry, lept into 
nearby Spring River from a cliff called 
Devil’s Promendade. The lovers became 
separated and have been searching nightly 
for each other ever since, or so the story 


certain his group had stumbled on the 
truth. “We probably did just see car lights. 
We probably didn’t even see the dam 
spook thing.” 

Whatever it’s origin, the glittering globe 
was not about to send my group home 
disappointed this night. It twinkled coyly 
again through the dust and noise. 

I grabbed binoculars for a better view of 
the horizon to the west. The light peeked 
out of a V-shaped notch where the Black¬ 
jack Oaks and the road come together 
against the sky. 

There has no denying it, something 
shone there besides flash lights borne by 
fellow spook hunters. It could very well be 
headlights, I thought. But the refraction 
theory does not account for the light 
changing color and seeming to float away 
from the notch and toward the viewers. 

As we looked on the globe reddened and 
drifted to the left through the trees. 
Whatever car shining that light would 
have to be floating across a 
ravine. 

A few minutes later the light 
moved to the right, again 
through a clump of trees, and 
then headed down the road sur¬ 
face toward us. It looked as if a 
burning ball was rolling along 
the roadside ditch in our direc¬ 
tion. 

It snuck closer — to about 100 
feet away — shrinking smaller 
as it came nearer until it more 
resembled the glow from a 
cigarette more than a 
headlight. Then — poof — it 
blinked out and did not repeat 
itself. 

As we piled into our cars to 
depart for home, it suddenly 
blazed in the rear view mirror. 

We accepted the invitation for 
entertainment but it went out 
unspectacularly. 

Again we turned to leave and 
again the mystery light pulled 
its peek-a-boo trick. But it was 
late and we were tired. As we 
drove away, it bounced silently 
on without us. 



ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT, Little Rock, AR - Nov. 29, 1981 


AssooatBd Prm 

David Shopher with his version of Bigfoot 


Legend fascination 
spawns ‘Bigfoot’ 


By MARK LASHLEY 
Paragould Daily Press 

P.4RAG0ULD - The creature 
is called Bigfoot, or Yeti in the 
Himalaya range in Asia, 
Sasquatch in Canada and the 
Boggy Creek Monster by those 
who have said they've seen it in 
the swampy bottoms near Fouke 
in southwest Arkansas. 

Don Shopher, 47, and his son, 
David, 21, who are fascinated 
with the legends, created their 
version of the monster in their 
taxidermy shop. 

“I've been interested in the 
stories about Bigfoot and 
Sasquatch for around 10 or 12 
years,” Don Shopher said. “And 
David and I decided that we 
were going to build one.” 

The 7-foot-10 model stands in 
a display area of the shop, arms 
slightly splayed as if he is ready 
to walk through the front wall. 

“It took us 49 hours to con¬ 
struct the thing," he said. "3 days 
of what was time spent by David 
putting on the hair." 

The elder Shopher gathered 
books on prehistoric man and 
drew up a plan that incorpo¬ 


rated features believed to repre¬ 
sent ancient man with those re¬ 
ported by the several hundred 
people who have said they saw 
the animal. 

The figure is built of a sculp¬ 
ture material similar to papier 
mache and reinforced with 
steel. 

"Normally, we would have 
made a cast of the original 
sculpture and done the detail 
work on the cast," he said. "But 
we didn't and the thing weighs 
about 300 pounds.” 

The Bigfoot model was an at¬ 
tention-getter at a recent fair in 
Jonesboro. 

"A lot of folks told us that Big¬ 
foot was the reason we took 1st 
place at the fair," the elder 
Shopher said. 

The success with the creature 
has the father-son team looking 
toward another project - a re¬ 
plica of a woolly mammoth. 

"We'll have to add on to the 
shop, though," David Shopher 
said, as he pointed to the room 
filled with stuffed lions, a ba¬ 
boon and snakes 


goes 

Another Indian story ties the light to 
atrocities committed by the whites to the 
Indians along the Trail of Tears migration 


route. 

Scientific types have explained away the 
light as mine gas or refracted beams from 
cars traveling down Route 66 as it snakes 
through Quapaw, Okla. 

Simpson Yeomans was part of an ex¬ 
pedition in 1955 with his classmates from 
Shawnee Mission (Kan.) High School. 
Newspaper accounts at the time said the 
seriously scientific young men were 
satisfied they had solved the mystery 
when they observed the flash as 
automobile lights. The group never saw 
the second light — the one that moved — 
but were certain they could also explain 
that one with the scientific method if given 
a chance, the papers said. 

"I don’t think we were really convinced 
of anything to tell you the truth," said 
Yeomans, confessing he was never really 
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Sonar tested 
in Lake Champlain 

PLATTSBURGH - The high 
resolution sonar being used by Dr. 
Roy P. Mackal and Mr. Richard 
Greenwell to took for an African 
dinosaur was initially tested in Lake 
Champlain, 

Joseph W. Zarzynski, director of 
the Lake Champlain Phenomena In¬ 
vestigation, said MackaTs sonar 
was tested and calibrated for use in 
the Congo in -the waters of Lake 
Champlain. The sonar device was 


tested on Aug. 30, 1981 in the waters 
off Button Island near Vergennes, 

Vt. 

Mackal and Richard Greenwell 
were in the Champlain Valley for an 
Aug. 29 seminar on Champ, They 
conducted sonar experiments in 
Lake Champlain the following day 
with M.P. Meaney and Joseph W. 
Zarzynski of the Lake Champlain 
Phenomena Investigation. 

Meaney and Zarzynski donned 
their scuba gear and acted as under¬ 
water targets as Mackal calibrated 
his sonar unit. 

Mackal and Greenwell are cur¬ 


rently in the Congo searching for a 
dinosaur-like animal called the 
mokele-mbembe. Mackal’s sonar 
unit shall be used off one of their two 
dugout canoes while exploring the 
Ubengi-Congo basin. 

“I was very pleased to assist 
Mackal and Greenwell in testing 
their equipment to fe used during 
their Congo search,” Zarzynski 
said. "We all agreed it was rather 
fitting that the sonar- to be used to« /s 
search for the mokele-mbembe was | y 
initially calibrated in the waters of 
an American lake known to be the 
habitat of likewise unknown 
animals." 
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Youth finds cosmic 'message in a bottle' 


By MICHAEL E BURM 
Transcript staff 

NORTH ADAMS - Many 
contemplate the stars while 
standing here "on the shores ol 
this cosmic ocean," as astronomer 
Dr. Carl Sagan would put It. but a 
rare few ever get a message in a 
bottle. 

On Halloween night, 13-year-old 
Anthony M. Sams Jr. of 433 
Walnut St. got just that. He now 
owns a piece of the stars, a three- 
inch diameter meteorite. 

"Not in a dozen lifetime* will 
you see thla," remarked William 
G. Seeley, a North Adams State 
College physics professor who 
visited the crash site Sunday 
morning. "This is a rare occasion 
You should be proud of yourself.” 
he told Anthony. 

At 7 p m Saturday, as Anthony 
stood in his front yard in the dark 
adjusting a telescope for an 
evening’s viewing, the cosmos 
hurled an incandescent red 
fireball through the sky. He saw it 
as it plummeted to earth in a 
northwesterly direction and 
disappeared behind his house. He 
then heard a boom as loud as a 
shotgun blast, or louder, that 
echoed among the nearby 
mountains, he says. 

The meteorite landed amid the 
leaves and weeds of the Sarkis’ 
backyard vegetable garden, 
drilling a 12-inch wide, Mur-inch 
deep crater and leaving the dry 
vegetation smouldering around It. 

Anthony went out back and 
discovered, only a few yards from 
his house, a rough, round object of 
baseball size glowing red hot from 
Inside a volcaro-shaped hole. 
Anthony, son of Anthony and 
Rosemary Sarkis, told his family 
and they too ventured out to have a 
look. On the way home from 
church Sunday morning, Anthony 
made a visit to the ponce station 
and shared the story. 

What might have sounded like a 
belated Halloween prank became 
an adventure not-to-be-repeated In 
lifetime for dozens of people. It 
brought out the authorities and 
neighbors as well as Mayor 
Richard C. Lamb, who walked to 
the crash site behind the Sarkis 
house. It also attracted Dr. Seeley 
from Wtlliamstown. The 
physicist’s son had seen a meteor 
streak through the night sky 
Saturday evening in Lanesboro. 

Anthony an eighth grader at 
Middle School, said he has been 
avidly interested in astronomy for 
a year. He identifies Dr. Carl 
Sagan as a mentor and one of his 
heroes. 

Dr. Seeley said the sound An¬ 
thony heard was a “mini-sonic 
boom" caused by the speed of the 
meteorite’s descent, which broke 
the sound barrier The physicist 
said the meteorite is all that 
remains of a larger meteor that 


fell burning into the earth's at¬ 
mosphere He marvelled that the 
original might have been “as big 
as a house when its fall began, 
although he hastened to add the 
comment was only that, not a 
hypothesis. The Sarkis meteorite 
must contain a good deal of iron 
for so much of H to have survived 
the Intense heat as It streamed 
through the atmosphere, Dr. 
Seeley said. Heat generated by 
friction disintegrates the vast 
majority of meteors long before 
they approach the ground. Iron, 
however, has heat-refracting 
powers that exceed those of other 
stones that might float In space, he 
uid. 

The meteorite appeared to be 
heavily loaded with iron. Its 
predominantly black, pocked 
surface was dotted and splotched 
with bright red, a color indicative 
of the presence of iron. One 
curious splotch on the black rock is 
green in color, suggesting copper, 
Dr. Seeley said. 

The meteorite find Is significant 
for its size and for the (act that it 
was discovered while still hot, Dr. 
Seeley said. The rock was warm 
Sunday morning when, on Dr. 
Seeley's recommendation, it was 

K aced in a plastic baggie. While 
sated, it remains relatively 
uncontaminated by earth's bac¬ 
teria and other organic sub¬ 
stances, the physicist said, so it is 
a pure sample. 

Dr. Seeley said he (kxi>t*d the 
extraterrestrial rock Is radioac¬ 
tive. 

In the yard oft Walnut Street, 
Anthony and Dr. Seeley, 
discoverer and scientist, traded 
observations. Anthony commented 
that the earth had passed through 
meteor showers recently. Having 
read up on meteorites lately, he 
said the one he discovered must 
have hit the ground with a tem¬ 
perature of 4,000 degree* 
Farenheit. A corroborating whiff 
of smoke from burned vegetation 
lingered above the crater Sunday 
morning. 

Soon, red dust began to coat the 
clear plastic that held this bit of 
"space stuff," as Dr. Sagan is 
wont to say in his popular PBS 
television series “Cosmos.” 

With Anthony's permission, Dr. 
Seeley said he will contact fellow 
scientists who may ask to analyze 
samples of the meteorite dust 
buried tn the soil of the crater. Or 
they may ask to see the rock Itself. 
He said he will deal only with those 


who will leave the meteorite Intact 
for its owner. 

Anthony said that when the 
meteorite came down, his 250 
power refractor telescope was 
trained on the Pleiades, a cluster 
of stars In the winter sky also 
known as the Seven Sisters. He 
saw the red fireball and the 


Junior astronomer takes 
find to Harvard for test 


NORTH ADAMS (API - A 13- 
year-old junior astronomer and his 
dad took the day off to travel to 
Harvard University today to find 
out if the basebali-size object the 
lad says fell from the sky Into his 
family vegetable garden is really a 
meteorite. 

If it is, said the father, Anthony 
M. Sarkis, 37, an employee of 
General Electric’s plastics 
division, it may be the first 
meteorite ever known to fall in 
Massachusetts. 

That is what Dr. John A. Wood, a 
professor of geology and associate 
of the Harvard College Ob¬ 
servatory, said Monday over the 
telephone, according to Sarkis. 

Sarkis said he and his son, An¬ 
thony Jr., will take the object to 
Wood (or tests. 

"We don't know what It is,” said 
the elder Sarkis. "It had a tail on 
it. It could be a meteorite or a 
piece of a satellite." 

The younger Sarkis, an eighth 
grader, said he was adjusting his 
telescope in his front yard 


Halloween night when he spotted a 
red fireball snoot across the sky 
and disappear behind his house. 
Then he heard a boom as loud as a 
shotgun blast. 

When he went out back to In¬ 
vestigate, there, among the debris 
of the garden, was a crater a foot 
wide and four inches deep. And 
inside the hole was a glowing red 
rock. 

The elder Sarkis was suspicious 
when summoned from work by his 
son. 

“After all, it was Halloween," he 
said. 

The father also marveled that 
Sunday rooming, after a night 
outside, the object still was warm. 

The boy later told the police. As 
his story got around, his home was 
visited by Mayor Richard C. Lamb 
and William G. Seeley a physics 
professor at North Adams State 

“Not in a dozen lifetimes will 
you see this," Seeley told the boy. 
'•This is a rare occasion. You 
should be proud of yourself .” 



Meteorite finder Anthony Sarkis Jr. 

streaming reddish taU at least 
several yards long he said. 

Dr Seeley said the meteors have 
their origin in this solar system, 
and added that the asteroid belt, 
an area in which small. Irregularly 
shaped planetoids cluster between 
Mars and Jupiter, is a possible 
source for the meteoric materials 
which Anthony discovered. During 
Us orbit about the sun, the earth 
also crosses through meteor zones, 
however, he noted. 

“Look at it this way. Two or 
three significant ones hit the U S. 

In a year," Dr. Seeley told An¬ 
thony. “Not one person tn a hun¬ 
dred thousand will see it." 


I Meteorite: Harvard man 
'"says no, NASC maybe 
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NORTH ADAMS - Although a 
Harvard University geologist said 
yesterday that an object found in a 
Walnut Street yard Saturday night is 
nothing more than a piece of "in- 
' dustrial slag," North Adams State 
College physics professor William G 
Seeley, said this morning that he will 
seek further opinions 

“It’s hard for me to doubt the 
veracity of John Wood (staff scientist 
at Harvard's Smithsonian 
Astrophysical Observatory in 
Cambridge), because he's a geologist 
and a good one.” Dr Seeley said 

"It has some unanswered 
questions, and I want to go about 
answering them," he added 

An object found by Anthony J. 
Sarkis Jr., 13, of 453 Walnut St., was 
said to be nothing unusual and 
probably a piece of industrial waste 
by Dr Wood, following a brief 
examination of the material 
yesterday The Sarkis family brought 
the small piece of what was thought 
to be a meteorite to Cambridge Tor 
examination. 

Looking at the object for about 39 
seconds, the Harvard professor 
determined that it was too light and of 
the wrong texture to have been a 
meteorite. Anthony said Tuesday 
evening. 

Anthony, an amateur astronomer, 
reported seeing a red fireball In the 
sky at 7 p.m. Saturday. He saw it fall 
tn a northwesterly direction and 
disappear behind his house. He then 
heard a boom as loud as a shotgun 
Mast , or louder, that echoed among 


the nearby mountains, he said. 

The object landed in the family 
vegetable garden, digging a 12-incn 
wide, four-inch deep crater, and 
leaving dry vegetation around it 
smouldering, he added. 

Doubting that a hoax has been 
perpetrated by the young 
astronomer, Dr. Seeley said, he 
would still like to see testing (or (he 
chemical and physical properties of 
the object. In that way, a positive 
determination could be made as to 
whether or not the object originated 
on Earth, he said. 

At least five other persons have 
reported seeing red flashes in the sky 
recently. Dr Seeley said. 
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